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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1864. New Senies.....No. 34, 
the question I was about to propound to the gen- | 
tleman from Delaware. I know that the clause 
of the section which we are now considering— 


tion adopted; but it seems to me that we would 
save time by adopting the substitute. I withdraw 
| the amendment to the amendment. 


paying the commutation we have deemed entirely 
|, unnecessary, and we propose to strike it out, 
Then again the clause of section six, * that col- 


from the sixth line to the eleventh—was drafted 
for that very purpose, and | think it accomplishes 
it very plainly. 


Mr. SMITHERS. My amendment is offered || 


for the sake of certainty. 


Mr.SMITHERS. I move to amend the amend- 


|| ment by inserting after the word ** appearance”’ 


the words ** for duty;”’ so that it shall read: 


That any person drafted into the military service ofthe 
United States may, before the time fixed for his appearance 


ored troops enlisted and mustered into the service 
of the United States in any State shall not be cred- 
ited upon the quota of any other State,’’ is en- 


| urely unnecessary. Under the general provisions 


of the bill every one drafted and mustered into 


for duty at the draft rendezvous, &e. 


Mr. GARFIELD. [I accept that. 

Theamendmentto theamendment wasagreed to. | 

‘ry’ ‘ ’ 

The question recurred on Mr.Garrie_p’samend- 
ment, and, on a division, it was agreed to. 


The question being on the amendment to the 
amendment, tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Smirners, and Steere of New York, were ap- 
pointed. ‘ i” 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 
—ayes 29, noes 71. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


| the United States service from any State must be 
| credited not only to that State but to the district, 
county, and even the township or ward of a city 
in which he shall be obtained. | suppose that 
but for some jealousy im regard to these colored 
troops this provision would never have been in- 
serted. There is, however, no distinction what- 


The sixth section was read, as follows: 


nated Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, Thatthe commutation || ayer made in this respect. The committee have, 
ected. ». || money paid by persons drafted in any congressional district -efore. consid Ithisel: , trelv foreio: 

The question recurred on Mr. GarFietp’s |} shall be applied by the War Department for the procuration | therefore, considerec this clause asentirely foreign 
amendment. of substitutes, which substitutes shall be eredited to that || to the bill, and therefore propose that it shall be 


Mr. GARFIELD. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the lasttwo words. I do this 
fur the purpose of saying, in a sentence or two, | 
what [| said on the Jast occasion when we had this | 


district in filling its quota. Andif the quota of such dis- 
trict shall not then be full a further draft shall be made in 
said district, according to the provisions of this act and the 
act to which this is an amendment, and like proceedings 
had until the quotaof such distriet shall be filled. Butthis 


stricken out. The latter portion of the provise 
is precisely as the law now stands, and is there- 
fore unnecessary. We propose, therefore, to 


Tk aee bake . 


question before us. The amendments made to the | 


section of the substitute bill are so numerous that 
they have cut out mostof the differences between 
it and the section in place of which we desire to 
putit. But sul there are two differences, and in 
voting for the substitute section we will vote for 
or against these two differences. I will state them 
briefly. 

The committee will notice, in the sixth section 


of the substitute, these words: ** before the time | 


fixed for his appearance at the draft rendezvous.”’ 


These words do not appear in the section of the | 
Senate bill which we are considering. The Sen- 


ate bill provides that any person drafted into the 
military service of the United States may furnish 
an acceptable substitute; but itdoes not say when 
he must furnish him. It does not iimit him in 
any way. 
thought it best he should be limited, and that he 


should be required to furnish his substitute some | 


time before the day that he was summoned to ap- 
pear at the draft rendezvous to do duty. That 
line we put in to limit the time within which the 


The Committee on Military Affairs | 


section shall not be construed to affect in any way the com 
mutation money paid under section nineteen of this act: 
Provided, That colored troops enlisted and mustered into 
the service of the United States in any State shall not be 


| credited upon the quotawf any other State. Andthe bounty, 


pay, or expense of said enlistment shall not be paid out of 
said commutation fund. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move to strike out the 
whole of that section. In regard to the first five 
lines relating to the crediting of the commutation 
money, lsenda communication from the Provost 
Marshal General, which expresses the opinion of 
the committee on that subject. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘* Sir: I respectfully ask your attention to section six of 
Senate bill 36, to amend the enrollment act. 

“<The first five lines of the section will result in a double 
credit oeing given to certain districts. We credit a district 
witha man for every $300 paid by persons drafted in it, and 
if, as required by section eight of the act named above, we 


also credit the district with the man procured with the $300, | 


a double credit will be given. It is true that this may be 
avoided by not crediting the district with men who pay 
commutation money, but this would not agree with the in- 
terpretation given by the Government to the present law and 
tu the late practice, and would probably produce dissatis- 


| to perfect the original section. 


strike out the whole of the sixth section, and to 
incorporate the single clause to which | have re- 
ferred in the substitute, as we have done in the 
second section. 

Mr. ELIOT. Is it in order to move to amend 
the original text of the section before the vote is 
taken on striking it out? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. ELIOT. I move to amend the sixth sec- 
tion by striking out the first five lines, and insert- 
ing in lieu of them the following: 

That the commutation money paid by persons drafted in 
any congressional district shall be credited and applied by 
the War Department as now provided by law. 

If the motion of the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs to strike out the whole seetion 
shall prevail this amendment, if adopted, will of 
course go with it. The object of the amendment is 
Ifitbe stricken out 
no harm will be done, but if, on the contrary, the 
House should prefer to retain the section as it is, 
the amendment which I offer is necessary, in order 
to make the section conform to the existing law. 


If the Clerk will be kind enough to read the 
amendment again | will call the attention of the 
| chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to it. 

The amendment was again read, 

Mr. ELIOT. The objection to the present 
form of the section is this, thatin the judgment of 
the Provost Marshal General there will be a dcuble 
credit. That objection rests upon the construction 
which has heretofore been given to the law as it 
now stands; that is to say,it has been construed 
the clause relating to further drafts has been pro- || that when the commutation money has been paid 
vided for elsewhere by the House committee. We || the credit shall be at once given to the person pay- 
propose to move to add it to the third section of || q@pg it. Now the law provides that the district 


faction. In addition to this, it will be exceedingly difficult, 
and will add greatly to the labor of this office, to keep the 
accounts with each district necessary to carry out the pro- 
visions of the section referred to.’ 

Mr. SCHENCK. The objection of the Pro- | 
vost Marshal General to that portion of the section 
is, that by crediting the $300 commutation money 
paid and also the substitute obtained, the Gov- 
ernment gives two credits while it gets only one 
man. 

From the fifth to the ninth lines of the section, 


person drafted is to be permitted to furnish a sub- 
stitute. We thought it best to do so, in order 
that every man may Know that if he furnishes a 
substitute atall he mustdo it at or before the time 
he is to appear at the draft rendezvous for duty. 

Mr. PIKE. I suggest to the gentleman from | 
Ohio that those words may be added to the Senate | 
section, 

Mr.GARFIELD. There is one other differ- | 
ence. We have changed the language in the Senate 
bill in another respect. The Senate bill says that 


the person furnishing a substitute shall be liable 
on future calls. | 











Throughout that bill the words ‘‘calls’’ is used. || 
In the | 


We thought that word too indefinite. 
present law the word ‘draft’? is used. A man 
shall be liable or shall not be liable, as the case 
may be, on future “drafts.’? The interpretation 
given by the Judge Advocate General, the Provost 
Marshal General, and ‘the Solicitor of the War 
Department—and those interpretations have been 
numerous, following each other almost at the rate 
of one a week—have held the word “draft”? to 
mean something quite different from the meaning 
which Congress attached to it. 

It was found to be an unfortunate choice of a 
word. Some thought that the word ‘*draft”’ merely 
applied to the drawing of that day, some thought 
that it applied to all the drafts made under a cer- 
tain call. The Senate used in this bill the word 
‘call’? instead of the word “ draft,” providing 
that persons shall or shall not be liable to any 
future “call.” It seemed to the Committee on 
Military Affairs that the word “ call”? was equally 
an unfortunate expression to make use of. It 
may mean the President’s call for a quota, or it 
may mean the call of the provost marshal. We 
have, therefore, substituted for the word ‘call?’ 
the word **quota,’’ and in going over the bill we 
have found it necessary to adapt it to these gen- 
eral changes. I do not care particularly whether 
the Senate section be changed or the House sec- 














the substitute which we shall propose. 

As to the remaining portion of the section, it 
seems to me, as it did to the committee of the 
House, to be entirely unnecessary. The portion 
of the nineteenth section of the Senate billto which 
reference is made in the latter part of this sixth 
section is that which relates to the exemption of 
persons on account of conscientious scruples, and 
provides that where drafted they ‘shall be as- 
signed by the Secretary of Wer to duty in the 
hospitals, or to the care of freedmen, or shall pay 
the sum of $400 to such person as the Secretary 
of War shall designate to receive it, to be applied 
to the benefit of sick and wounded soldiers; and 
such drafted persons shall then be exempted from 
draft during the time for which they shall have 
been drafted.”’ 

They have, sir, without any such provision of 
law, the right to such exemption upon paying their 
commutation, whether it be $300 as the House 
committee propose, or $400as the Senate bill pro- 
vides. That portion of the section which gives to 
this class of persons, when drafted, the right to 
be employed in hospitals, &c., it seemed to the 
committee to be proper to retain, and they have 
therefore directed to have embodied in their sub- 


stitute the first portion of the nineteenth section | 


down to and including the word ‘‘ men”? in the 
ninth line. The remaining portion in relation to 








shall be credited, and the objection is made that if 
these two credits be given there will be a double 
credit for the same commutation. Asthelaw now 
stands, as soon as the money is paid it goes into 
the Treasury by virtue of a resolution passed 
during this session of Congress. It goes directly 
into the Treasury of the United States, and it is 
impossible to give credit to any district. It is 
impossible to apply the money in any particular 
case. Theamendmentis that when commutation 
money is paid it shall be creditec as the law now 
requires; thatis to say, it will gointothe Treasury, 
and as the law is now, credit will be given to the 
party paying the money. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 propose to strike outthat 
part of the sixth section. The gentleman pro- 
poses to strike out that section and to insert that 
the law shall stand as it now is. If we strikeout 
that part of the sixth section, the law will stand 
as it now is; therefore the gentleman’s amend- 
ment is not necessary, 

Mr. ELIOT. One word in reply to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs. If 
the section be stricken out, the consequence he 
suvecsts will follow; but if the House shall re- 
tain the section, then itis desirable that my amend- 
ment shall be adopted, That is all. I want to 
perfect the seetion in case it shall be retained. 


Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman from Mas 
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sachusetts wil] withdraw his amendment, I will i 
move to strike out the first sentence of the sec- |! that matter is in order. 


Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend the sixth | 


tion. 
Mr. ELIOT. 
the amendment. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I modify my amendment 
eo us to strike out the following: 


I withdraw my amendment to | 


That the commutation money paid by persons drafted in 
finy congressional district shall be applied by the War De- 
partuaent for the procuration of substitutes, which substi- 
tutes shall be credited to that district in filling its quota. 


Mr. Chairman, I propose to leave the law where 


itisnow. I think thatthe law is better left where | 


itis by saying nothing about it than by any legis- 
lation cunmulative of the law. 


Mr. STEVENS. 1 do not believe in the con- 


struction given by the Provost Marshal General, | 


I do not 


who seems to me to be a bad lawyer. 


believe that this bill would require more than ene | 


credit. I move to add to what is proposed to be 
stricken out the words, *‘ and shall be credited to 
no other district.”’ I move to perfect the words 
proposed to be stricken out. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I havea word 
to say in reference to those first five lines. Lam as- 


sured by the Provost Marshal General that it will | 


require an additional number of clerks, at least 
fifty, to do the work of the Department should 
the first five lines be retained. I hope therefore 
that the whole section will be stricken out. I 


can see no benefit toresult from it. The business | 
of the Department will be increased to such an | 


extent that fifty extra clerks will be required, and 
perhaps one hundred. 

Mr. Svevens’s amendment to the amendment 
was adopted, 

The question recurred on Mr. Scuenck’s 
amendment as amended. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 
44, noes 56. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Farwns- 
wortH and Cray were appointed. 

The amendment was rejected; the tellers hav- 
ing reported—ayes 50, noes 60. 

Mr. ELIOT. I understand that the amend- 
ment which proposed to strike out the first five 


lines of section six islost. I move nowto amend | 


by striking out those lines, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

That the commutation money paid by persons drafted in 
any congressional district shall be credited and applied by 
the War Department as now provided by law. 

Mr.STEVENS. That is precisely as the law 
now stands. ‘The law is just as the amendment 
would make it, 

Mr. ELIOT. Ido not understand it so at all. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend by adding 
at the end of section six the following: 

All male able-bodied perspns of African descent, resi- 
dent in the United States, whtther citizens or not, between 
the ages of eigliteen and forty-five years, shall be enrolled 
according to the provisions of the act to which this isa 


tupplement, and torm a part of the national forees of the | 


United States. 


The practice of the President and the officers | 
of the different Departments now amounts to what | 
this amendment provides. They do take all able- | 


bodied colored men, whether under any particu- 
lar law or not l am not able to say. I wish to 
legalize what has been done, and enable them to 
enroll all able-bodied persons in the United States, 
whether they be black or white, in order that 
they may form a part of the national forces and 
be subject to draft with the others, 

Mr. W. J. ALLEN. I would inquire of the 
gentieman from Pennsylvania whether hisamend- 
ment places colored soldiers upon an equal foot- 
ing in every respect with white soldiers? 

Mr. STEVENS. It places him,as to liability 
to be drafted, upon the same footing with white 
persons, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. I would like to inquire of 
iny friend from Pennsylvania, whose amendment 
has just been adopted, whether he looks upon his 
amendment as having the scope and effect of en- 


rolling in all the loyal States of the Union all the | 
slaves, and of having them drafted without com- | 


pensating their owners when they shall be taken 
from them? 


Mr. STEVENS. 


THE CON 
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Mr. I will anewer the gentleman | 
if it is in order. | 


The CHAIRMAN. No further debate upon | 


section by adding thereto the following proviso: 


Provided, That in ascertaining the quota of troops here- | 
| after to be raised by conscription a credit shall be given to 


the States and counties for their citizens who shail have 
enlisted in the military organizations of other States, the 
same to be ascertained by the Secretary of War. 


In reference to this amendment, I merely wish | 


to say that at the commencement of the rebellion 


| a number of counties in the western States, and 


several counties in western Pennsylvania, sent a 


large number of volunteer troopsinto Western Vir- | 
| ginia, and for whom no credit has been given to | 
| those various counties. The object of the amend- | 
| ment is to secure to those States and counties the | 


credit to which they are entitled. ‘The object of 
the proposition is manifestly correct. 


Mr. GARFIELD. The Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs had that matter under consideration, |) 
and they felt that there was force in the reasons | 


urged by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. There 
is nota State from which a large number of per- 


sons have not gone and enlisted in the military | 


Especially | 


organizations of neighboring States. 
has this been the case in Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
and other States which lie upon the borders of 
Western Virginia and Kentucky. 

jut ithas been found that it will be difficult, 
and indeed quite impossible, to adjust the account 
of the States if we attempt to carry out this prin- 
ciple. In the first place, we shall have to prove 


that the parties have not changed their residences, | 


We should have questions of difference between 


: : ; . . | 
contiguous States. Upon a careful consideration | 


of that matter we found that more harm would 
be done to-the Government by attempting to 
change this matter than by allowing it to remain 
as it 1s. 

Mr. DAWSON. The question is so important 
that I trust the committee will not reject it upon 
any slight objection, such as is urged by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. My amendment provides that 
the Secretary of War shall ascertain and determ- 
ine the question, Now, can there be any such 
difficulty as that suggested by the gentleman 
from Ohio which shall outweigh the injustice 
which is now being perpetrated? The counties 
of Pennsylvania were patriotic and prompt, and 
sent large numbers of men from Greene and Fay- 
ette counties to fill up the ranks in Western Vir- 
ginia to resist invasion. Those counties have re- 
ceived no creditfor such troops, and the different 
drafts which have been made since that time have 
drawn out a large number of the able-bodied men 
of those counties; andif this bill as it now stands 
becomes a law, | doubt whether they will be able 
to furnish any considerable number of troops un- 
less they are credited for those they have already 
furnished. I trust the committee, therefore, will 
adopt the amendment. 

Mr.SLOAN. Willthe gentlemanallow me to 
ask him a question? : 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly. 

Mr. SLOAN. I would ask the gentleman if 
these men have not received local bounties in the 
places where they enlisted; and would it be just 
to the localities where they have enlisted and re- 
ceived bounties to deprive them of the credit of 
these men? 

Mr. DAWSON. I understand that in no in- 
stance have they received local bounties other than 
contributions from individuals, and in addition to 
that | may say that the people of those districts 
have generously contributed to support the fam- 
ilies of these absent soldiers. 

Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. I move to 
strike out the last word of the amendment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Isthere not an amend- 
ment to the amendment already pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘There is, and no further 
amendment and no further debate is in order. 

Mr. DAWSON called for tellers on the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dawson and 
BEAMAN were appointed, 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 58, noes 60. 

So the amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Scoencx’s mo- 
tion to strike out the entire section as amended; 
and being put, it was agreed to. 
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Mr. SCHENCK. I move to strike out the 
seventh section, which is as follows: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the fourteenth 
section of the act hereby amended shall be amended so ag 
to read as follows4 That all dratted persons shall, on arriving 
at the rendezvous, be carefully inspected by the surgeon of 
| the board, who shall truly report to the board the physica; 
|| condition of each one; and all persons drafted and claim- 
|, ing exemption from military duty under the second section 

of suid act shall present such claims to the board of enro)}- 
| ment, which board shall be governed in making their de. 

cision by the rules prescribed by the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral, under section six of said act. 
I care very little whether the section is stricken 
out or not, but L will state that itis a mere reénact- 
ment, almost in precise terms, witha slightaltera- 
tion which is rather for the worse, of the fourteenth 
section of the original conscription act. I call the 
attention of gentlemen to the fourteenth section of 
the act now 1n force, which provides that all draft. 
| ed persons shall, on arriving at the rendezvous, 
| be carefully inspected by the surgeon of the board, 
who shall truly report to the board the physical 
condition of each one; and thatall persons drafted 
and claiming exemption from military duty on 
account of disability or any other cause shall pre- 
sent their claims to be exempted to the board, 
whose decision shall be final. The Senate bil! 
| provides, as a substitute for that section, a simple 
| provision that this thing shall be done under such 
rules as may be prescribed by the Provost Mar- 
| shal General. That is now the practice; that is 
| the present understanding of the law. Thisadds 
| nothing, therefore, to the existing law upon the 
subject. This section of the Senate bill isa mere 

reénactment, almost in terms, of the existing law, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. 1 offer the follow- 
|| ing to come inasa proviso at the end of the eighth 
|| section: 
| Provided, That when any person subject to military duty 
| has been enrolled in any of the States of the Union, and 
| after such enrollment removes orintends to remove from the 
| district where thus enrolled into another district, and desires 

to have his enrollment changed he shall procure trom the 
| provost marshal of the district where enrolled a certificate 
| of such enrollment, removal, or intention to remove, and 
| file the same with the enrollment board of the district into 
| which he hasremoved orintends toremove, and upon prov 
ing to the satisfaction of such board that he has actually 
| removed into such district, with the bona fide intention of 
| making the same his permanent residence, said board may 
place his name upon the enrollment of said istrict, and 
give him a certificate of such fact, and upon filing the same 
with the enrollment board of the district where first enrolled 
his name shall be stricken from the enrollmentof such dis 
trict, and thereafter he shall be liable to draft in the district 
to which he may have removed: And provided further, 
That such change shal! not be made after a call and pend- 
|| ing a dratt. 
Mr. Chairman, I offer that as a proviso to the 
| section. I find on examining this enro!iment bill 
that the enrollment is to be continuous; that itis 
to continue for a series of years, with such alter- 
| ations as may be made in the enrollment by the 
Be As enrollment boards. 
| ButI find no provision whatever made in the 
bill for the removal from one district into an- 
| other of a person liabletodraft. As the bill now 
| stands, the person enrolled must, if drafted, an- 
swer that draft in the district where he is enrolled, 
| although at the time of the draft he may reside a 


a 








thousand miles from the district. I think that 
some provision should be made for these remov- 
als, especially in the western States, where pet- 
sons are continually removing from one district 
| to another, from one county to another, from one 
State to another, and | offer this amendment tor 
the purpose of meeting cases of that kind where 
the removals are bona fide. 
| Mr. GARFIELD.” Some of the members of 
| the Military Committee had designed to prepare 
such an amendment. I have no objection to this 
One, inasmuch as it seems to meet the case. 
} 
i 





Mr.SCOFIELD. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the last line. I would like 
to know, Mr. Chairman, what would preventany 
man residing ina district which had not furnished 
its quota or any part of it from removing too dis- 
trict which had furnished or nearly furnished 18 
quota, thus evading the greater danger of being 
drafted in the district where he resided. These 
districts are divided only by a line, and a person 
| liable to be drafted in one district will have only 
to remove across the line into another district 
where there is to be nodraft. While l think that 
‘something ought to be done to provide for — 
| fide removal it does seem to me that this amene 
ment, unless it be better guarded than it now 
will only produce mischief. 
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Mr. GARFIELD. If the amendmentis liable 
to that objection it is certainly a grave one. I 
listened carefully as the amendment was read, but 
it did not seem to me that it was liable to that 

setion. 

= HUBBARD, of lowa. I think the amend- 
ment is not liable to that objection. The amend- 
ment applies only to bona fide removals. It pro- 
vides also that before a person’s name shall be 
stricken from the enrollment lists he shall prove 
to the satisfaction of the enrollment board that his 
removal isin good faith. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. ‘The most numerous class 
on which the draft will fall consists of unmarried 


THE 


men, who, having no local attachments or Incum- 


brances, can pass from one district to another. 
Gentlemen who represent the State of Pennsyl- 
yania know very well that itis customary with 
young men there to go from one township to an- 
other ten days before an election for the purpose 
of voting under our constitution and laws. There 
is nothing in this amendment to prevent such 
young men going for a period of ten days, or 
twenty days, or for a month, or even for a year, 
and taking up their residence in a district whose 
quota is very nearly full, for the purpose of avoid- 
ing the greater risk of being drafted in the dis- 
trict where they dived. If thisrisk could induce, 
as it did,many young men to go to Canada some 
years ago, how much stronger will be the tempta- 
iion for them to remove from one county to an- 
other, just across the line, or from one State to 
another, to avoid liability to the draftin the county 
or State where they lived ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, this is not 
a new idea. It has been discussed in the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. It has been consid- 
ered there; and the attempt at any legislation on 
that subject was only abandoned because ofa sup- 
posed inconvenience that would arise in the effort 
to execute such a provision of law. It was so 
considered by the executive officers engaged in 
applying the law. ‘That seemed to make such 
an impression on the minds of the committee, that 
although we considered a proposition ofthat sort, 
it was determined not to propose it in the Elouse 
substitute any more than it is incorporated in the 
Senate bill. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Scortre.p] has suggested some of the diffi- 
culties that will arise. If an amendment of this 
kind is to prevail, I hope it will be drawn with 
very great care, to prevent such almost inevitable 
difficulties, inconveniences,and wrongs. Itought, 
at least, to ge provided that if a removal take 
place, it shall be prior to the occurrence of the 
draft in the district to which the person removes, 
or after its occurrence in the district from which 
he removes; otherwise you will find persons who 


are enrolled at one place waiting until the draft | 


has taken place at another, and then removing || 


there. 

But it seems to me that it is only necessary to 
state these difficulties to shaw that, although there 
seems to be an equity in this, yet in its practical 
application it will be surrounded with a good deal 
of difficulty, and especially if the amendment is 
not prepared with a little more precision than I 
think it has now been in guarding against these 
difficulties. l 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. I am willing that 
my amendment shall be so modified as to provide 
that such removals shall not take place pending 
adraft. In that way I think the objection of the 
gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, will be obviated 

Mr. KELLOGG, of New York. 


I suerest to 


the gentleman from Iowa that he make his mod- 


ification read, ‘* after a call and pending a draft.”’ 
Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. I will accept the 

Suggestion of the gentleman, and make my mod- 

ilication conform to it. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I oppose the amend- 


ment offered by the gentleman from lowa. I hope | 


us amendment and the one to which it is an 
amendment will not be adopted. 
the difficulties in the way of the execution of an 
amendment of that kind are far greater and will 
embarrass the operation of the law much more 
than they will be embarrassed in thg execution of 
the law as it now stands. 

Now, sir, in the State of Hlinois there will be 
no draft. I mention this as an illustration. Our 


{uota is already full under the last-vall for five 
hundred tho 


I believe that | 


usand men. Now, under this amend- | 


} ate bill. 


}a provision to enable them to administer oaths. 


ment, with men living in the adjacent States who 
do not like to go into the service, how easy will 
it be, especially such young men,and men with- 
out incumbrances, as the gentleman has alluded 


to, for these men to rush over into the State of 


Illinois and avoid the draft. 

In Iowa, too, the gentleman’s own State, there 
will probably be no draft. Men liable to draft in 
other States will remove into that State for the pur- 
pose of evading the draft; and gentlemen know 
how easy it is for such men to make it appear 
that their change of residence has been a real and 
bona fide change. Men who have, as has already 
been stated, moved over into Canada for the pur- 
pose of evading the draft, will allthe more readily 
evade it when they can do it by removing from 
one district to another, or from one State to an- 
other. They will go over for ten days or two 
weeks, long enough to accomplish their purpose, 
and then return. 

Another objection to this amendment is that it 
will result in enabling these men removing from 
one State to another to escape any enrollment or 
draft at all, even if the draft has not yet taken 
place in the State to which they remove, or in the 
State from which they remove. 

A man, forinstance, removes from New York to 
Pennsylvania, and when the Pennsylvania enroll- 
ing officer comes round, he says to him, * [ am 
not a resident of Pennsylvania. 
cently come over here, and am going shortly to 
return,’? and his name is therefore omitted from 
the enrollment. But in the State of New York 
from which he has removed, the enrolling officers, 
knowing that he has removed to Pennsylvania, 
havedropped his name from the enrollment. He 
will be left out altogether under this amendment 
unless You make it the duty of the provost mar- 
shal of the district from which he eomes to find 
out where he has gone, and notify the provost 
marshal of the district to which he has removed 
that he has been omitted, so that his name may be 
included in the enrollment in the State 
hie has remove d. 


to which 


The amendment to the amendment w 
arreed to, 
Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I sul he fol 


mail Ol 
lowing ame 


as dis- 


nament: 


Page 5, section eight, at the end of line eleven, insert: 
And said boards of enrollinent shatl have authority to in 
quire into any case of alleged fraud in enlistments, with 


power to send for persons and papers, and authority to sus 
pend the operation of any recruiting officer or agent to await 
the action or order of superior authority upon the re 
said board. And the provost marshal enroll 
ment, or any member thereof, acting by authority of this act, 
shall have power to administer oaths and affirmations. 


port ot 


' ! ‘ 
*, bOarUSs OF 


The object | have in view in this amendment, 
by the first clause of it, is to correct an abuse that 


is prevalent, at any rate in my locality. Recruit- 


ing officers, in order to increase the number of 


their recruits, have been in the habit of inducing 
youths under eighteen years Of ave to enlist, hav- 
ing complied formally with the provisions of the 
law, without the consent of their parents or guard- 
ians. The writ of habeas corpus being abolished, 
or suspended, many youths have been drawnin, 
and those interested have no redress 
have no hearing in court. 

dt is proposed that the boards of enrollment 
shall have jurisdiction of such cases of fraud, so 
that they may inquire, and if they find any cases 
of that kind, suspend the operation of the enlist- 
ing officer until the ease can be heard. IJ have 
known cases of this character. The enlisting 
officer would induce intoxication first, and then 
enlistment while in that condition and without the 


, 


‘hey can 


| parties having any free volition—an abuse which 
| should be guarded against, although we may need 


soldiers to march forward in a good cause which 
we are all in favor of. Itseemsto me thatabuses 
of this character should be pre vented by provis- 
ions in this act. 

The further clause clothes the members of the 
board of enrollment with power to administer 
oaths, which I believe the substitute provides for, 
and I therefore want it to be provided in the Sen- 
I want to have ingrafted upon the law 


Both, sir, are eminently proper, and will relieve 


in many instances where hardship and injustice 
are done to minors under eighteen years of age. 
Mr. GANSON. If the amendment of my col- 
league permits, where fraud has been practiced 
upon thé board of enrollment, a review of the ac- 
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tion in such cases, I suggest that he also embrace 
a provision for a review of the action where fraud 
isalleged to have been committed against a drafted 
yerson. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I will stat 


the amendment is broad « nourh to cover all 


that 
euses 
of allege d fraud. Wherever fraud is charged they 
may inquire and suspend action, 

Mr. GANSON, | only suggest the propriety 
of giving the drafted person, where fraud hus been 
practiced upon him, the right to review the action 
of the board upon proof, 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. My object is to 
insert & provision in reference to frauds practic d 
by enlisting officers so that they may be corrected. 

Mr. DEMING. Mr. Chairman, the committee 
had the whole matter under consideration, The 
great objection to the amendment is that it will 
establish inevery congressional district petty Uni 
ted States courts, with the machinery of marshals, 
&c. In regard to the particular amendment which 
the gentleman. suggests, it will be better to provide 
ina separate bill for it rather than incorporate it 
into this general conscription bik, The propo- 
sition that these boards shall have power to in- 
quire into all frauds in regard to enlistments you 
will see at once will open the widest scope for 
inquiry. [t will involve the necessity of sending 


|| for persons and papers, and the summoning of 
I have only re- | 


witnesses. It will also involve the necessity of 
| providing a table of fees to be paid to the enroll 
ing officers and the witnesses who are to attend 
thie Se yp tty Unite d State Scourts, The Committee 
on Military \ (fairs object d to establishin y these 
courts of Inquiry in every congressional district, 
and they unanimously voted against adopting any 
scheme like that proposed by the 
the gentleman from New York. 
Mr. SMITHERS. 
to the section? 
The CHAIRMAN. 
too late. 


Mr. HOTCHKISS. 


amendment of 
} , 

Is the amendment germane 
ry’ . , 

Che point of ordercomes 


I move to strike out the 





last word of the amendment. ‘These courts exist 

to-day ineve ry congressional distri tinth Union, 
} > 8 | 7 

ere seems to be no redress against enrolling 

{Fic dragging children mito the Army of the 

United States. I[tis impossible to get relief. 1 


ki Ow ofa lad fifte en years old who Was drag d 
from his homeand enlisted in the 


ervice, and no 
re lres 3 


] could be obtained by his father, who re- 
mained in Washington for weeks. 
ion should be made for these cases. 

Mr. GANSON, 
man that it can be done by restoring the writ of 
habeas corpus. . 


Mr. HOTCHKISS. 


Sone provis- 


Let me sugges 


t to the ge ntle- 


Itcan be done in a better 


way. Let us adopt a provision of law applying 
to these cases of infants—a that need 


proviston 
not be abused—that these boards of enrollmentin 
these different districts 
charge of this matter. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. In reply to the 


remarks made by one gentleman I will say there 


shall be competent to take 


will be no extra fi es |] aid to the members of these 
enrollment boards. They are paid salaries, aud 
no extra expenses will accrue from the adoption 
of this amendment 
Mr. HOTCHKISS. 


The que stion of fees will 
have no weight 


whatever with me. IT am con- 
trolled by the question ¢ f rightand by the out- 
rages which are now being perpetrated, The greed 
of these enlisting officers to fill up their companies 
isdon iL the most serious wrong, My object was 
to call the attention of the committe e to this mat- 
tter, and if the amendment of the gentleman from 


New York will cure the evil I shall be satisfied. 
Mr. KERN AN. | lhevpy this amendment will 
not be adopted. a e grievance re ferred fo ia 


very s¢ riou one, and there! ! pportunity upon 
child has 


state of 


the part of a parent whose been 
away, perhaps while ina 


to get any redress b 


stole n 
intoxication, 
fore the law, to see whether 
the child shall be held or not. But, howeve rgreat 
the grievance is, | am opposed to giving the pow- 
ers of a court to these bodtds., Le tever 5 person 
look to. hisown district and see how these boards 
ynstituted 


are ¢ ‘They are usually purely par- 
tisan, as we all know, proceeding and ruling in 
many districts onby in reference to how men 
shall vote. U suggest that the remedy pro d 
by my colleague is a practical one. In the States 


which are loyal; where there is no insurrection 
wheré there are able judges in every neigiibor- 
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hood who can give redress without a particle of | 
expense to the Ececseemk. that should be done, | 
We should provide by law that the writ of habeas 


corpus shall not be suspended in communities | 


where there is really no need that it should be 
suspended. Where there are courts which can 
investigate these cases summarily and without 
expense they should be authorized to do so. * I 
hope therefore we will not confer this power of 
the courts upon the enrollment boards. 

Mr. SLOAN. Is the gentleman in favor of 
that while Jadge McCunn is in office? 

Mr. KERNAN, I am in favor of it every- 
where, where the courts are open, where the laws 
are enforced,and where there is no insurrection. 
1 am in favor of the regular judges exercising their 
powers; and although there rae be sometimes 
unworthy judges, like those in 
would not allow their records to be reviewed, I 


would still stand by the law, and seek my rights || 


under it. 


Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I will modify | 


my amendment so as to provide that the suspen- 
sion shall only be in reference to the act of the 
recruiting officer in the particular case in hand, 
and not to suspend its operation generally. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. | move to 


amend the amendment by striking out the last | 
word. Ido it for the purpose of asking a ques- 


tion. Will the gentleman explain tome what the 
effect of his amendment will be upon the existing 
Jaw, which makes the oath of the recruit conclu- 
sive as to his age? 


Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I understand 


that the oath is only conclusive after the recruit | 
is mustered in. This amendment contemplatesa | 
remedy after the party has enlisted, but before he | 
is ae into the service of the United | 


States. nder it the father may go before the 
enrollment board and show that fraud has been 
practiced upon hig infant son in the matter of his 
enlistment, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The statute 
provides that after its passage no person shall be 
enlisted under the age of eighteen years. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. Iam well aware 
of that fact by reason of half a dozen cases of the 
most outrageous frauds committed in my district 
in enlisting persons under that age. I have had 
occasion to go to the Secretary of War to obtain 
relief in cases of infants not over fifteen years of 
age who were dragged into the service by fraud, 


the parties signing a paper and swearing to it | 


when they had no idea that they were swearing 
that they were of acertain age. The grossest 
outrages have been practiced upon boys in order 
to satisfy the greed of enlisting oflicers. The ob- 
ject of my amendment is to provide a remedy for 
this thing. I propose that the writ of habeas cor- 
pus shall not be suspended in these particular 
cases, and thatis the extent to which | am willing 
to go. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unanimous 
consent, withdrew his amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr, ELDRIDGE. I move to strike out the 
last word of the amendment. I move the amend- 
ment for the purpose of making a single remark. 
I am very glad to see this evidence of returning 
reason on the other side of the House. Italways 
seemed to me that the time would come when 
they would sce the necessity for some tribunal to 
determine the question of the right of the Govern- 
ment to take into its service every person upon 
whom they could lay their hands. 


I have no doubt that within the knowledge of | 


every man cases as outrageous and as flagrant us 
those mentioned by the gentleman from New York 
have occurred. I know an instance in the town 
from which | come, where an insane man was 
actually drafted, and when in his frenzy he resist- 
ed the officer his friends were unable to convince 
him that the man wasinsane, That man, insane 
as he was, was dragged away from the protection 
of his friends because there was no power and no 
tribunal by which his aanity could be determined. 

1 om glad that a proposition of this kind has 
come from the other wide of the House, but I am 
opposed to it, The old writ of habeas corpus—the 
writ of liberty—is the one uppn which we can all 
rely for just such protection asthe gentleman secks 
by the amendment which he proposes. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope that gentlemen upon the 
other side of the House will move to do away 





Jisconsin, who || 


with that order of the President suspending the | 


| writ of habeas corpus in such cases, and give a | 


chance to try the question whether the man upon 
| whom the Reoenceine may lay its hand hasa | 
| right to protection or not. There can be nodan- | 
| ger; it is all nonsense to talk about there being | 
, danger; but if there were danger, the same inter- | 

ruption of the Government would occur in case || 

this amendment were adopted as would occur in | 
| trying the question under a writ of habeas corpus. || 
| I amopposed, therefore, to the amendment pro- | 


| 
posed by the gentleman, I trust thatthis matter | 


will bring gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House back to their senses, and that they will, | 
with us, rely in future upon the old writ of lib- | 
erty upon which we have heretofore relied. 


fr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot see for the 
life of me what the good old writ of habeas corpus | 
would do to remedy the evil complained of. Con- 
gress has passed an act that the oath of the en- | 
listed man shall be conclusive. 


Mr.KERNAN. Will the gentleman allow me 
to make a suggestion? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. KERNAN. The gentleman is doubtless 
|| aware that some judges have held that while Can- 
gress could make the oath conclusive as to the 
party taking itthey could not make it conclusive 
as to his parents or guardian. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. When Congress passes 
a law thatthe oath of a person shall be conclusive 
of a given fact, without any limitation of terms, || 
I do not see why it is not conclusive upon the 
parents as well as upon the person enlisted. I 
know that some evils do occur from young men 
being inveigled into the service by some recruiting 
officers anxious to fill up their companies, but the 
trouble universally is that the young maygswears 
that he is eighteen years of age. 








Now, I should have no objection to a law re- 
quiring every mustering officer to be sure that 
every man mustered in 1s over eighteen years of 
age, or has the written or oral consent of his pa- 
rents or guardian to enlist; but I do not think it 


into the affairs of every recruiting officer in their 
districts, 


Gentlemen talk a great deal about the suspen- 





sion of the habeas corpus. I never saw a loyal 
man who was afraid of the suspension of the ha- 
beas corpus during this war; never. Itisonly the 
guilty who flee when no man pursueth. 


Now, my own impression is that although the 
habeas corpus in some instances of military ar- 
rests would have been useful, in more cases it 
would have been better for the Government not 
only to have suspended the habeas corpus but to 
have suspended the corpus without the habeas. 
The trouble has been, not that the habeas corpus 
has been suspended in a few instances, but that 
it has not been suspended in more cases; where 
one arrest has been made by the Government 
there should have been fifty. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Morais, of New York. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I move toadd after the word 
‘*enlistments”’ the words, *‘and in all cases-of 
the enlistment of minors under eighteen years of 
age. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. Laccept thatas 
a modification of my amendment, 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move to insert after the 
words ** forty-five,’’ in line ten of sectioneight, the 
following: 

That the affidavit of two respectable witnesses regu- 
larly sworn before a person authorized to administer an 


oath will be conclusive upon the board as to the age of the 
drafted or enrolled man. 


proper toallow these provost marshals to examine 








| 


In the district in Pennsylvania in which I reside 
a grave difficulty occurred under the draft in 1862. 
A man in Fulton county, over forty-five years of 
age, was drafted. He went before the board of 
enrollment with evidence of the fact, That evi- 
|| dence satisfied the commissioner for the time be- 
| ing, and the man was discharged. He was subse- 
| quently arrested as a deserter, 
| Mr. MORRIS, of New York. [rise to aques- 
'! 
! 


tion of order, I am not quite sure what the propo- 
sition is. 

The CHAIRMAN, Thegentleman from Penn- 
sylvania proposes to amend the text. 


Mr. MORRIS, of New York, Then theamend- 
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ment proposed is not germane to the amendment 
before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not proposed as an 
amendment to the amendment, but as an amend- 
ment to the original text, which takes precedence 
of the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. COFFROTH. The person I speak of was 
arrested as a deserter. He sued out his writ of 
habeas corpus, and went before the judge of that 
couny. tie was discharged from custody on the 
proof furnished that he was over forty-five years 
of age. Subsequently the lieutenant in charge of 
a party for arresting deserters in that county, in 
disregard of the action of the court, went to this 
man’s house to arrest him again for desertion. In 
the attempt to do so the officer was shot. The 


| man surrendered himself for trial, and on a fair 


hearing before a jury of his country he was ac- 
quitted, 
The amendment which | offer is required to 


| meet such cases. 


[Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on Mr. Corrrorn’s 
amendment, and it was rejected, 

The question recurred on Mr. Morrts’s amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York., I move to amend 
the eighth section of the Senate bill by adding after 
the word ‘therefrom’? the words ‘ and all per- 
sons whose names have been struck from the rolls 
on grounds of exemption not allowed or recog- 
nized by this bill;’’ so as to make it the duty of 
boards of enrollment to enroll such persons. 

This amendment, Mr. Chairman, proposes to 
reénroll those whose names have been struck from 
the roll on grounds of exemption that are not now 
recognized in the bill, Every member understands 
that by the bill of last year, which we are amend- 
ing, exemptions were allowed on grounds that 
were considered by the Senate and by the Mili- 
tary Committee of this House as insufficient. 
This amendment proposes that these men shall 
be reénrolled. 

1 understand from the report of the Provost 
Marshal General that this list of exempts covers 


| nearly seventy thousand men. If these men were 


justly struck from the rolls no one would propose 
to put them in again; but the Senate has decided 
that these were struck from the rolls on grounds 
that were insufficient, and that is the opinion also 
of the Committee on Military Affairs in the House. 

Now if we can, justly and rightly, and with- 
out injury toany one,add some seventy thousand 
persons to the military force of the country we 
ought to do so, What injustice would be worked 
to them by doing so? What have they puid for 
being exempted? Nothing atall, except the mere 
trouble and expense of going to the headquarters 
of the provost marshal of the district and mak- 
ing out their papers. What have they gained? 
They have been already exempted from one draft. 
They have gained just so much as you now pro- 
pose to allow a man to gain by paying his commu- 
tation money—$400 according to the Senate Dill, 
and $300 according to the amendment. Have they 
not gained sufficient? Can it work any wrong to 
them? Not to do this would work wrong to all 
the other classes. The hardest cases on which 
these men were exempted were no harder than 
those of every man who is called away from home 
and family, and who leaves nothing behind him 
for their support. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman who has 
offered this amendment has anticipated the pur- 
pose of the committee. 1 suggest to him, how- 
ever, to modify the language of it so as to give lt 
more precision. The language which we propose 
is thatall persons who have been exempted under 
the provisions of the second section of the act to 
which this is an amendment, but who are not 
exempted by the provisions of this act, shall be 
reénrolled. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. | consent to that 
modification. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will then simply adda re- 
mark to what has been said upon the necessity of 
some amendment of this kind, by calling the at- 
tention of the committee to this fact. Among the 
persons who have been exempted under the pro- 
visions of the existing law have been seventy 
four thousand under what are known as the hu- 
manitarian provisions of the law; that is, perso! 
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who have been exempted because they had aged Mr. GA RFIELD. I will now, then, offer the Mr. SCHENCK. Insert the words ‘‘and the 
parents depending upon them for support, or who | amendment justread. I believe itembracesevery | Secretary of War.” 

had a younger brother or sister, or who had moth- || amendment which has been offered, acted upon, Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I accept that 
erless children. E and carried in committee, and two others. _ One || as a modification of my amendment. 

Gentlemen who have not the opportunity of || is that aliens who have declared their intention to Mr. Chairman, | believe that the adoption of 
examining the record the administrative depart- || become citizens of the United States are to be || that amendment, or something equivalent to it, is 
‘ment of the Government have made in carrying | added to the enrollment list; and the other is the || absolutely necessary to relieve the Navy of the 
out this law, will be astonished to find that men || one just offered by my colleague, the chairman of || great embarrassment under which it is at present 
of wealth, bankers and merchants, men of large | the Military Committee. The section provides || laboring for want of seamen. The original act, 
incomes, because they have happened to have liv- | for placing on the rolls all such as have not been 


to which the bill now before the committee ia an 
5 ine with them an aged mother have taken advant- || previously enrolled. Now, we do not want all amendment, provided exclusively for the increase 
persons whatever between the ages of twenty and 


oo of this provision of the law to accomplish ' of the Army, and contained no provision @or sup- 
forty-five to be placed upon the list, and this, there- || plying the other great arm of the national defense, 
fore, restricts them to such as are liable to draft | 


lie the Navy. In that act there was no provision ex- 
by this act or the act of which this is an amend- 


their exemption from the draft. Persons who 
from some former marriage have children who by 

empting from draft persons employed in the Navy 

ment. of the United States, and seamen when drafted 

















the death of that former wife are left motherless; 
men who, though men of wealth, merchants and | 


bankers, living with those children inluxury, have 


in many such instances escaped both the draft and | 


the payment of commutation by bringing them- 


selves in this way within the letter of the law. | 


Now, this amendment is to enable the officers of 
the Government to revise the frauds—or rather | 
should say wrongs, for having complied with the 
letter of the law they are not frauds—and to place 


such men again upon the enrollment list and re- | 


quire them to make new cases out under this law 
somewhat more stringent in its character. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now propose to amend 
further by inserting after the word “ persons,”’ 
in the second line, the words ** liabJe to draft under 
the provisions of this bill, or of the act to which 
this is an amendment.’’ 

The provisions of this eighth section, as they 
now stand, would require all persons to be en- 
rolled who have not been enrolled. This is too 
sweeping, and may be capable of misconstruction 
and misrepresentation, It evidently points to 
those only who are liable to enrollment; and to 
make the language of the section express the 
object with greater precision, | have offered this 
amendment. 





Mr. MORRIS, of New York. Let me ask the 


gentleman whether it is provided by the commit- 


tee in the bill that aliens who have voted although | 


they have not made application for citizenship 
shall be subject to this draft? 


Mr. GARFIELD. That is provided for in 
another part of the bill. If the committee will 


notice the language of the Senate bill in regard to | 


persons who have not served two years becoming 
liable to the draft they will discover that it is un- 
fortunately worded. They say exactly the oppo- 
site of what they mean. Itis to correct that error 
that | have moved the amendment now pending. 

Mr. Garrieip’s amendment was adopted. 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
add the following as an additional section to the 
bill: 

That it shall be the duty of the board of enrollment to 
cause a list of the names of persons enrolled to be pub 
lished in the newspapers of the district in which the draft 
is proposed to be made for at least three weeks next pre- 


ceding the day fixed for the draft, and when a sufficient | 


number is drawn from the wheel or box it shall be the duty 
of the board to select three respectable citizens living within 
the district so drafted, to take from the box or wheel the 
names left therein, make out a certified list of the same, 
and cause it to be published for the length of time and in 





were not allowed to enlist in the Navy if they 
wished todo so. My amendment is made for 
this purpose. Seamen drafied will be permitted 
to enliet in the Navy if they wish to do so, and 
those who enlist will be credited to the quota of 
the city or town to which they belong. It is ab- 
solutely necessary that there should be an addi- 
tional provision for transfer of those from the 
Army who are seamen by vocation. That is 
necessary, for a large he geen of the seamen 
of the country have alreat y entered into the mil- 
itary service of the United States, or are employed 
in the mercantile marine. The operation of the 
local bounties and the desire to increase the quo- 
tas of cities and towns have conspired under this 
act to drive them nearly all into the Army. It is 
doubtful whether the number of seamen to supply 
the present wants of the Navy can be obtained by 
volunteering and recruiting. Hence it is neces- 
sary that some provision of law should be enacted 
for their transfer from the Army. 

It is known that great embarrassment is now 
experienced to provide the number of seamen to 
keep our naval vessels afloat. Several have been 
detained from going to sea by want of men. I 


| the manner fixed for the publication of enrollment list; nor 
Mr. GARFIELD. If my colleague will allow || sal ay one drafted be compelled to report at rendezvous 
me, | will say that [ have prepared an amendment Mr. Chai \ ; es : a 
in the shape of a substitute for the whole section, | oo at »y oe of ee & reason red 
embracing the amendments which have already || ' - eee hens ote se nee 
been adopted and embracing also the amendment | as the operations ofthe conscription law have fallen 


am informed that for the several vessels fitting 
out at the several navy-yards fifteen hundred 
men will be required, and that there is a large 
number of men now engaged in the naval service 
| compelled to serve after the expiration of their 
time, because there are no seamen to replace them 


just offered by the chairman of the Committee on 


Military Affairs. I desire to have it read, and if | 


it meets the views of the gentleman, I will ask 
him to accept it in place of that which he has 
offered. Before having it read, I desire to call 
the attention of the members of this committee 
to the differences thet occur between it and the 
printed section. They will discover them by 
comparing the printed section as it is read. 


under my observation, that it will obviate one of 


the most prominent difficulties and objections. A | 


conscription law in a country like ours, put it in 
the most acceptable shape you can, is apt to fail 


in giving satisfaction to those upon whom it is | 


intended to operate. My amendment is intended 


to obviate one of the main difficulties in the opera- | 
tion of the law. I care not what guards you may | 
throw round the draft, withouta provision to se- | 


if they are discharged. - Taking these two classes 
—those held in theservice beyond their time, and 
those required to supply the vessels fitting out at 


| the navy-yards—there will be needed not less 


than twenty-five hundred men immediately. | 
trust there will be no objection to the passage of 
the amendment. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I am very well aware of 


oe the necessity of doing something to promote en- 

cure the publication of the names left in the box |) Jistments in the Navy, and we might very well, 
after the draft has been made, people will never || as far as practicable, take cognizance of that great 
be — eee or gra - public want in the bill we are now considering, 
t dr make the amendment for the benefit of the boards || and which has more immediate reference to the 
actand the actto which this is anamendment, whose names || of enrolimentas well as for the people themselves. Army. With thut view this section, among the 
may have been omitted by the proper enrolling officers; all : ~ ‘ > ae ene 2 8 “ > : 
persous who shall arrive at the age of twenty years before | 7 = ot right pee “oy ee en r aed whom rest, was introduced; but I think the gentleman 
the draft; all aliens who shall declare their intention to be- || eS Cuties are imposed shal! be subjected to ani- | from Massachusetts will himself see, upon reflec- 
— citizens ; = se nee from the military or arn and eee — oe have od tion, that by adding to the section as it now stands 
naval service of the United States, who have not been in || charged their duties faithfully; and there is noth- | smi . , ; PO} 
such service two years during the present war; andall per- || i) coliaiis will prevent that os this provision of || the Soothnanet = his ame re nt he will be Prank 
sons who have been exempted under the provisions of the || ‘8 ae | too far, be treading upon dangerous ground, an 
second section of the act to which this is an amendment, || ™Y amendment. || be holding outeven a premium for the commission 
but who are not exempted by the provisions of this act; | Mr. GARFIELD. I oppose the amendment. |) o¢ fraud upon the public. It is proposed that any 
an ee of enrollment shall release and discharge The amendment was rejected; there being, ona | able-bodied seaman or mariner, by vocation, be- 
ro. afta 2 y i c > b oe J 1} ; voc 

m dra tall pe rsons who, between the time of the enroll- | division—ayes 28, noes 65. !\ ine inthe Army, may, upon application, be trans- 
meut and the draft, shall have arrived at the age of forty- Tin (tack shed the nintl ; foll . gin vo anys SP Pr , 
ave — and shall strike the names of such persons from 1e Clerk read the ninth section, as follows: ferred into the Navy under rules and regulations 
a : the enrollment. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


Strike out section eight and insert as follows: 
“ind be it further enacted, That boards of enrollment shall 
enroll all persons liable to draft under the provisions of this 





Mr. GARFIELD. This amendment, as it will 


be seen, directs the enrolling officers to place on || 


Sec. 9. And beit further enacted, That whenever a mari- 


ner or able seaman shall be drafted under the act approved | 


March 3, 1863, entitled ** An act for enrolling and calling 


torbe prescribed. What will be the effect of that? 
A man wanting to go into the Navy would first 


‘ the li , | out the national forces, and for other purposes,” he shali || enlist in the Army and get the local bounty, 
: te list all those who may have been improperly || have the right within eight daysof the notification of such || amounting in many cases to three, four, and five 
P omitted, all those who shall arrive at the age of || draft, to enlist in the naval service as : seaman, and a cer hundred dollars, together with whatever portion 
fe twenty before t i _ || tifieate that he has enlisted being made out in conformity ay be paid, and im- 
it clare i - s he draft, all aliens who shall de- | with regulations which may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Government bounty hi y [ g t 
Uni cir intention to become citizens of the | of the Navy, and duly presented to the provost marshal of | Mediately afterwards make his application to be 
. nited States, all persons who have been dis- | the district in which such mariner or able seaman shail | transferred to the Navy, where he would stand 
er charged from the military or naval service of the | pty — drafted, a — dratt foe his chances for a portion of the prize money. 
to nited States wi j j : | vided, That the period for which he shall have enlisted into 7 ‘ : t no bountie » of- 
at asta without having been in such service | the naval service shall not be less than the period for which Every one understands = 10 b ae are of 
e > , g as two years during the oe war, a8 | he shall have been drafted into the military service : nd fered to sailors because the chances of receiving 
ell as the persons who have been exempted || provided further, That the said certificate shall declare | prize money are considered equivalenttoabounty, 
z wader the second section of the act to which this | poregrees eae tap ama ase tery veg me yea feet hear _ | the prize money not unfrequently amounting to 
| as nee = who en hee exempted by | maciner by vocation or an able esha. assem | far more wae wo A tone =~ os se ete soldier. 
Provisions of this act. It also provides for | 1 , Now, this amendment offers an inducement to 
o “—— from the rolls such persons a shail “Bid r Mr. RICE, of eee as ee fol- go first into the Army for the military bounty, 
a arrived atthe age of forty-five years bet owing to come in at the close of that section; ferred he N ake th 
. 5 ween the and then to be transferred to the Navy to take the 
at- time of the saat and the Toon And any person now in the military service of the Uni- 0) shee of receiving prize mone herd. Does it 
the Mr SCHENCK As that i r ted States who shall furnish satisfactory proof that he is a d h le h 1s thie oble 
ao or fo ° ; 8 that includes the three | mariner by vocation or anable seaman, may enlist intothe — not strike t e gentieman that t ere is this objec- 
a ur amendments adopted by the committee as | Navy under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed — tion to opening the door to fraud in the manner 
ty well as that now offered by me, I will withdraw || by the Secretary of the Navy: Provided, That such co- he proposes? 
hu- my amendment, and allow my colleague to offer | listments shall not be for less than the term of his military 
ons hi 5 | 


is in place of it. 


service, nor for less than one year: Provided further, That 
the number of tranefers shall not exceed ton thousand. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. In reply to the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 








; 
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i would say that I supposed I had sufficik ntly | 


guarded the amendment I have offered by insert- 


Ing a limitation upon the number that might be | 


so transferred, namely, ten thousand, and by the 
provision that this transfer can only be made un- 
der such rules and regulations as may be agreed 
upon by the Secretary of the Navy in conjunction 
with the Secretary of War. I suppose they can, 
in their regulations, make any provision that may 
be required against any improper transfer. 

J think, however, there is some weight in the 
suggestion made by the gentleman from Ohio in 
respect to bounties, Itis the influence of these 
public bounties which has induced seamen to @nter 


into the Army in such great numbers instead of 


colisting in the Navy; and if those bounties are 
continued to be offered for entering in the Army, 
while none are offered for entering the Navy, sea- 


men will continue, to some considerable extent, | 


to enter the Army as soldiers. 

With a view to meet the suggestion of the chair- 
man of the Commiiwe on Military Affairs, | am 
entirely willing to add to my amendment the pro- 
vision that seamen who have received a bounty 
on enlisting in the Army shall have the amount 
of such bounty deducted from any prize money 
to which they may be entitled. That, | think, 
will meet the objection of the gentleman. I modify 
my amendment by adding: 

Provided, That any bounty money which a seaman may 
have received on eutering the Army shall, on his being 
transferred to the Navy, be deducted fromany prize money 
to which such seaman may become entited. 


Mr. SCHENCK. The proviso still does not 
appear to remove the difficulty which exists. The 
amount of bounty paid by the Government on en- 
listment is proportionately small, as it is paid in 
installments, ‘The principal bounty obtained by 


those who enlist or reénlist, as the case may be, | 


comes from local corporations, cities, counties, 
and States. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 
billnow provides thatseamen enlisting inthe Navy 
shall be credited to the cities and towns from which 
they come, there will be no inducement-upon the 
part of the local authorities to withhold bounties 


from seamen who are willing to enlistas soldiers. | 


The gentleman’s point, as 1 understand it, is 
thatthe localauthorities pay large bounties to men 
enlisting inthe Army. They have been doing it 
because persons so eplisting are credited to the 
quota of the city or town to which they belong. 
Now, under the new provision of this bill which 
authorizes men enlisting in the Navy to be cred- 
ited to the quotas in like manner as men enlisted 
in the Army, there will be no inducement for the 
authorities to withhold bounties from the sailors. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not see that that re- 
moves the objection, It is true that under this 


bill the localities get credit for the men who enlist | 
inthe Navy, but they pay no bounty to those | 


seamen. In order to get into the military service, 


Inasmuchasthe | 











however, these persons being seamen, have drawn | 


these local bounties. 
Navy directly they could not have drawn these 
local bounties, but the day after being mustered 


If they had entered the | 


into the military service, they suddenly discover | 
that their propensities are entirely for the ocean, | 


and having pocketed the bounty and been trans- 
ferred to the Navy, they come there within the 
class of those who may get the benefits of prize 
money which is the equivalent to the sailor for 
the bounty paid to soldiers. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 
be the future operation of the law. 

Mr. Rice’s amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY. | offer the following proviso 
to come in at the end of the section: 

“And provided, That no regularly liceased pilot on the 


rivers and harbors of the United States shall be liable to 
draft under the provisions of this bill. 


That will not 


Mr. Chairman, | offer that amendment with a 
view of reserving for the use of the Government 
of the United States aclass of men whom I think 
as meritorious as any we have in the West or 
any where else, 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
at section twelve? 

Mr. MALLORY. 


does not cover the case. 


Has the gentleman looked 


I have, but section twelve | 
) I wish to exempt from | 
the draft pilots engaged on the western waters, a | 





class of men who acquire knowledge and skill by | 


long practice and the education of years. They 
are men whose services it is difficult to obtain, and 








nearly all the skillful pilots in the western country 
have been impressed into the service of the United 
States for the gunboats on those waters. I think, 
for this reason, that they ought certainly to be 
exempt from draft. 


You do not want to take men | 


like them and put them intothe Army—men who | 


can beso much more usefully employed elsewhere. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would ask the gentleman 
what are the ordinary wages of pilots? 

Mr. MALLORY. 
very high—probably $500 a month. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Sol have understood, and 
therefore I think they are fully able to pay their 


commutation money and stick to their business if | 


| they choose todo so, Itisa profitable profession. 
I would state that the ordi- | 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
nary pay of a river pilotis from two hundred and 
fifty to three hundred dollars per month. 

Mr. MALLORY. Surely the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs does not mean to 
provide by this conscription bill that those whose 
skill and attainments enable them to make large 
sums of money shall be subjeeted necessarily to 
extraordinary requisitions from the Government? 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


My position is just the reverse. 

Mr. MALLORY. Well, sir, am for proceed- 
ing in relation to pilots as in relation to everybody 
else. lam for no discrimination for or against 
men because of the wages they receive. I am in 


favor, however, of providing for the necessities | 


No, sir; but no extraordi- || 
nary exceptions should be made in their favor, | 





of the Government; for if pilots are drafted and | 


do not choose to pay the commutation money, 
they will be putin the Army, and the Government 
will be unable to have their services in the Navy. 
The gentleman, I suppose, does not intend by his 
bill to compel them to pay commutation money; 
and if he does not, the pilot, when drafted, may 
go into the Army when his services are indispens- 
ably needed on the gunboats. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN. | propose to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the words ‘that such exemp- 


tions are to be regulated by such rules as may be | 


established by the Secretary of the Navy.”’ 
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I do not know, but they are || 


“ebruary 8, 





Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir; we do exeept the 
Vice President. My answer to that is, that we 
do make exceptions in some very few cases, where 
from the inconvenience of taking the only officer 
or some of the few officers of this kind, filling the 
most important positions in the country, not to do 
so might derange the whole working system of 
the Government, including this among the rest. 
We have more than one pilot, but we have not 
more than one President and Vice President of the 
United States. Wealso except judges of courts; 


| but gentlemen will recollect that we do not except 
| members of Congress. 


We do not except Sena- 
tors. We confine exceptions to a very few, ex- 
ceedingly few, important official personages of the 
Government, the taking away of whom would 


| operate to derange the very working machinery 


of the Government. 

| was going to remark with regard to pilots that 
the argument in favor of their exemption from 
liability to draft might be presented in respect to 
any otherclass. A tavern-keeper sometimes can- 


| not well be spared, neither can a blacksmith nor 


shoemaker nor 
{Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. HOLMAN. As the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Macrory] imagines that my amend- 
ment may embarrass his proposition I withdraw 
it, and will offer another. I move to amend b 
inserting, after the words ‘* United States,’’ the 





| words, ** while actually employed in the naval 


| provision which he contemplates. 


service.”’ 

Mr. MALLORY. I will say to the gentleman 
from Indiana that the twelfth section makes the 
His amend- 
ment, therefore, is useless. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I withdraw it. 

The question was taken on Mr. Mattory’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. I move to amend by 
adding to the amendment to section nine as fol- 


} lows: 


Provided, Thatnoregularly licensed pilot upon the rivers 
and harbors of the United States shall be compelled to ren- 
der service in any of the vessels of the United States, except 


| when drafted under the provisions of this bill, unless in 


Mr. MALLORY. I think thatdoes away with || 


the whole matter. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 
nal amendment and also to the modification, and 
to anything that makes a provision of that sort. 
1 am well aware of the necessity of having pilots 
on the rivers. I am well aware, also, that these 
pilots are paid very high wages, that theirs is a 
very profitable employment. Now,it may be that 
in particular cases it would be an inconvenience 
if one of those pilots, being drafted, should go as 
a drafted man, thus depriving those who employ 
them of hisservices. I feel very certain that that 
inconvenience would not arise in many cases; 
that pilots being engaged in a business by which 
they are making $500 a month, more or less, 


I am opposed to the origi- | 


would, like other men having profitable employ- | 


ments, pay their commutation rather than go as | 
drafted men. There might be instances in which | 
the patriotism of the pilot would beso great as to | 


induce him to go to the Army. In such a case 
1 would be disposed to commend him for it as I 
would commend any other man who would do the 
same thing. But l dm afraid that those excep- 
tional cases would not be so very frequent as gen- 
tlemen seem to imagine. Instead of making an 
extraordinary exception against pilots, or against 
any particular class, [am for making no extraor- 
dinary exception for or against anybody. But 


| as far as practicable, where persons are not act- 


ually in the employ of the Government, I am in 
favor of letting drafted men either go and per- 
form military duties, or send substitutes who will 
do so for them, or pay some equivalent to the 
Governmentso that the Government may employ 
some one else. 

Mr. MALLORY. I think the gentleman ex- 
cepts the President of the United States from the 
operation of this bill. Why not let him take his 
chance, and if drafted pay the commutation 
money? 

Mr. GARFIELD. The President of the Uni- 


ted States is not a as he isalready in the | 
1e United States as Com- || 


military service of t 
mander-in-Chief. 


Mr. MALLORY. The Vice President of the 





| United States is not in the military service, and | 
he is excepted. 


cases of volunteer enlistments upon such vessels. 


Mr. Chairman, I suppose there can be no ob- 
jection to such an amendmentas that. The only 


| wonder is that such an amendment should be 
_deemed necessary, but I propose to explain the 


necessity for it. 

The number of pilots on the western rivers is 
quite limited. It takes a good many years to fa- 
miliarize a pilot with the waters of the West. There 
has, during the present war, been a very large 
draft upon that class of our fellow-citizens in the 
West. They have been pressed into the service 
of the Navy time and again by officers in com- 
mand of our fleets, or in command of the depart- 
ments there, [t is evidently unjust that they 
should be liable to conscription into the military 
service and liable at the same time, at the pleasure 
of any man in command of a naval vessel, to be 
taken from their employment and put into the 
naval service. All Task is that the pilots of the 
West shall bear the same liability and no more than 
other citizens of the country touching the rendi- 
tion of military and naval service, and ifthis House 
will notexempt them from the performance of mil- 
itary duty on account of the great necessity there 
is for the services of pilots in the fleets of the West 
and the distinguished services they have rendered 
timeand again under this system of impressment, 
but will still continue their liability to military 
duty, I say it is as little as we can do to exempt 
them from being impressed into the naval service 
so long as they remain liable to conscription into 
the military service. 

Mr. ALLISON. I oppose the amendment. 

The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 50, 
noes 64. 

Section ten was read, as follows: 

Sec. 10, And be it further enacted, That whenever any 
such mariner or ablé seaman shall have been exempted 
from such draft in the military service by such enlisumen 
into the naval service, under such due certificate thereo!, 
then the ward, town, or township, or county, when the 
same is not divided into wards, towns, or townships, from 
which such person has been drafted shall be eredited with 


his services to all intents and purposes as If he had ~ 
duly mustered into the military service under such drait. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I move to amend section 
ten, in line five, by inserting after the word ** tow!” 
ship’? the word * precinct,” and after the wo! 
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‘townships,’’ in line six, the words “or pre- | 


cincts.”” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr.CRESWELL. [ suggest to the gentleman 
that he also insert the words ** election district.” 
Mr. GARFIELD. I suppose that is hardly 
necessary. I propose also to amend, in the sev- 
enth and eighth lines, by striking out the words 
«« with his services’’and inserting in their place the 
words “upon his quota.’? Upon that amendment 
I desire to make a single remark in respect to the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Maryland. 
We find that in the Senate bill there is no pro- 
vision made for such subdivisions as occur ina 
good many of the States ofthe Union. TheSen- 
ate billsays simply towns, townships, and wards. 
Now, in several of the States there are no subdi- 


| 


| 
} 


visions known as towns at all, and therefore it | 


has been thought proper to insert the word ** pre- 
cinct,’”? which I believe will cover the subdivisions 
in every State. 
culled * election districts;’’ but] was informed by 
some gentleman with whom I conversed that the 
phrase * precinct”’ would cover the case of Mary- 
land; and if so, I do not wish to incumber the 
bill with any unnecessary words. Iam informed 
that the words towns, townships, precincts, and 
wards would cover the case of Kentucky and Mis- 
souri, and probably every State. 

My amendment now, I repeat, is to strike out 
the words ‘* with his services,’’ and to insert 
‘upon his quota.” 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. CRESWELL. | move to amend in the 
fifth line by inserting after the word * precinct,” 
as inserted on motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
the words ** election district.’ 
word * precinct’’ is equivalentto the term ** elec- 
tion district’? in the ‘sense in which it is used in 
Maryland. 
ignate the subdivisions of a ward, for instance, 
in the city of Baltimore. 
in Maryland the term is ** election districts.’’? In 
order, therefore, that the counties may have the 
benefit of those subdivisions as well as the cities 
] move to insert ** election districts.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


I believe in Maryland they are | 


I do not think the | 


The term * precinct”’ is used to des- | 


Inall country localities | 


| after. 


| by adding the words, * provided that the Secre- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


535 





such appointments. Now aman may not form 
one of a ship’s complement; he may beata navy- | 
yard as an engineer or as a master-at-arms in the | 
employment of the Government. If the words || 
I have indicated be stricken out the section will }) 
then provide for all that was intended. 

The amendment was agreed to. | 


Mr. MOORHEAD. 


I move to add the fol- 
lowing: 


And any pilot, engineer, or master-at-arms now in the | 
military service, or who may hereafter enter the same, by 
draft or volunteering, may upon application be transferred 
from the Army to the Navy, upon sufficient evidence that 
his services are wanted in that capacity, under such order 
as the Secretary of War may direct. 


Mr. Chairman, a large aumber of our western 
pilots and engineers are now in the Army. Ap- 
plications were constantly made to Admiral Foote 
and Admiral Porter for transfer by these men from | 
the Army to the Navy. The Secretary of War 
said that there was no law for it. He has ordered, 
however, such transfers as were absolutely neces- 
sary for the good of the service. My amendment 
will give authority of law for such a practice here- 


Mr.SLOAN. I move toamend the amendment 


tary of War shall so order.’’ 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


| by the Secretary of War every day in the year, 

| and the amendment is not necessary. Ithas been | 
| done in every army I have any knowledge of. | 
_ Whenever a man is found who desires to go into | 


| of the Committee on Military Affairs will move | 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. | move to amend | 
in the fourth line by inserting after the word | 


‘thereof’? the words ‘for have been transferred 


: re “ | 
from the military to. the naval service as herein- | 


before provided.”’ Loffer that amendment simply 
to make the section conform to the action of the 
committee heretofore. 

Mr. UPSON. I ask whether that amendment 
is at all necessary; whether the object is not al- 
ready provided for. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. It meets the 
case of a person already in the military service 
who*’may be transferred to the naval service. 


However, the amendment may not be needed, and | 


I will withdraw it. 


The Clerk read the eleventh section, as follows: | 


Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That all enlistinents 


ito the naval service of the United States, or into the ma- | 
rine corps of the United States, that may be hereafter made | 
of persons liable to service under the act of Congress en- | 
titled An act for enrolling and calling out the national 


forces, and for other purpdses,” approved March 3, 1863, 
shall be credited to the ward, town, or township, or county, 
when the same is not divided into wards, towns, or town- 
ships, in which such enlisted men were or may be enrolled 
and liable to duty under the act aforesaid, under such reg- 
ulations as the Provost Marshal General of the United States 
lay prescribe. 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


I move to amend that 


section by inserting after the word “ township” 


where it occurs the words ** precincts or election 
districts, * and to strike out the word * or’? which 
precedes it, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read the twelfth section, as follows: 


on 12. And be it further enacted, That no pilot, engi- 
; pes master-it-arms, or other person having an appoint- 
ohn appointment, and being actually in the na- 
ba. ee shall be subject to military draft while holding 
©) appointment and forming one of a ship’s complement. 
ben SCHENCK. { move to strike out the 
went 8, “‘ or other person,’’ so as to make the sec- 
1on conform to the substitute of the committee. 
& amendment was adopted. 


oun SCHENCK. I move to strike out the 
be | a forming one of a ship’s comple- 
ens € reason for that is simply this: it 

W excepts men from military draft who hold 





| 
That is already practiced | 
| 


the naval service, and is an able seaman, he is |! 


mustered out and enlisted in the Navy. The | 
amendment is not necessary, for the thing is done 
already. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. | 


Mr. MALLORY. 


I hope that the chairman 


that the committee do now rise. It is late, and 
we are all hungry and tired. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Wait until we get through | 
with the pending section. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I move to strike out the 
last word of the amendment, in order to say a word 
inreply tothe gentleman from Ohio. Lagree with 
him that it is and has been the practice to make 
these transfers, but the Secretary of War has told 


| me that there was no provision of law for it. All 


my amendment does is to clothe the Secretary of 
War with power to make transfers of these men | 
from the Army to the Navy. It will provide for | 
doing under the law what is now done without 
law. I think it proper, and I do not know why 
the gentleman should object to it. 

Mr. GARFIELD. My only objection to it is 
that it will allow the men to get into the Navy by 
the way of the Army, and to have these boun- 


| ties, &c. 


Mr. MOORHEAD withdrew his amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. Mooruweap’s amendment was then disa- | 

reed to. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I move to strike out 
the word ‘*and’’ and in lieu thereof to insert the | 
word *‘or;’’ so that the section will read, *‘ or be- | 
ing actually in the naval service,’’ &c. 

r. Chairman, military officers in the West 


| have decided that pilots are in the military service 
|| or in the service of the United States, and they | 


| have, within my knowledge, pressed them into the 


naval or gunboat service. If that construction is 
given I do not see why it should not be provided | 
for in this bill. I hope that the amendment will | 
be adopted. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio that the amendment should be amended | 
so as to leave the exemption to those actually 
employed. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Pilots are required to 
obtain a license from United States officers; and | 
because of that fact the military authorities have | 


decided that they are liable to be pressed into the || 


service. If the word “ and”’ bestricken outand 
‘For’? substituted, it will accomplish the object I 
have in view. If any of the pilots on our western | 
rivers who may be pressed into the gunboat ser- 
vice should be so unfortunate as to be killed while 
piloting these boats neither their wives nor chil- 
dren would receive the benefit of the laws of the 
United States providing for bounties or pensions. 
This, it seems to me, is a sufficient reason for 
exempting them. 


i! the draft. 








Mr. DAWSON moved that the committee rise. 

The committee refused to rise. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ELIOT. I move to amend the twelfth 
section by inserting after the words ‘‘ master-at- 
arms,’’ in the second line, the words “* acting mas- 
ter, acting ensign, or acting master’s mate,”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I was about to move that 
the committee rise; but if there is any gentleman 
who has any other amendment to offer to this 
section I will wait until it is presented, 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I move to strike 
out the wholesection. The reason of my motion 
is that there is nothing in the provisions of the 
section which guards against abuses. A man may 
be in the service a day or a week, and yet by the 
provisions of this section we exempt him from 
There are other provisions which, in 
case a man is permanently in the service, will 
protect him against the liability of being drafted. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lam opposed ‘to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to, 


Mr. HOLMAN. Imoveto amend the section 
by striking out the words “ having an appoint- 
ment or acting appointment,’’ in the second and 
third lines. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a point of order. 
It is that we have refused to strike out the section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment applies 
to only a part of the section, and therefore the 
Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It will be remembered that 
the Committee of the Whole have added quite a 
number of persons besides those enumerated in 
the section as it was reported by the Military 
Committee. Not only are pilots, engineers, and 
masters-at-arms to be exempt, but we have enu- 
merated other persons who are to be exempt by 
having an appointment or acting appointment, 
without their being in actual service. ‘The effect 
of my amendment is to provide that only those 
persons enumerated and who are in the actual 
service of the country when the draft takes place 
shall be exempt. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I move to amend the 
section in lines two and three, by striking outthe 
words * having an appointment oracting appoint- 
ment,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
‘*or other persons.”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD. I rise to a point of order. 
Itis that the words he proposes to insert have 
already been voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not so 
understand, and therefore he overrules the point 
of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
rise. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have said to gentlemen 
upon the other side, and to those who are impa- 
tient to have the committee rise, that as soon as 
we get through the twelfth section, and read the 
thirteenth section, I will move that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The trouble is over the 
twelfth section, and we want the opportunity to 
amend it. I call for tellers upow my motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Asurey and 
Mr. Dawson were appointed. 

The committee divided; but before the result 
was announced, 

Mr. HOLMAN said: As there seems to be a 
desire to pass this section, I will withdraw my 
motion. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HIGBY. I move to amend the section by 
inserting after the word ‘‘engineer,’’ in the sec- 
ond line, the word ‘‘or,”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
in order, it having already been rejected. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 


I am opposed to the 


I move that the committee 


under consideration, and particularly the bill of 
the Senate (No. 36) toamend an act entitled “An 
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act for enrolling and calling out the national forces, 
and for other purposes, approved March 3, 1863, 
and had made progress therein, but had come to 
no conclusion thereon. 


INTERNAL REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table the internal revenue 


bill, that it may be referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. I 
am not opposed to taking it from the Speaker’s 
table, but lam opposed to referring it to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to suspend the rules 
for that purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
journ. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The House accordingly (at forty-five minutes 
past four o’clock p. m.) adjourned. 


I move that the House ad- 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 9, 1864. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a letter from the Treasurer ofthe United States, 
transmitting copies of his accounts with the Uni- 
ted States for the third and fourth quarters of the 


year 1862 and the first and second quarters of 


the year 1863; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Gustavus 
A. Balzer, asking to be remunerated for losses 
sustained by him by the capture and destruction 
of his stores by the rebels, while acting as sutler 
of the seventy-fifth regiment Pennsylvania volun- 
teers; Which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented a memorial of mem- 


bers of the bar of the District of Columbia, pray- 


ing that the salary of the judges of the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia may - in- 


creased; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


Mr. HALE presented the petition of Moses 
Kelly, administrator of Major W. W. Russell, 


deceased, late paymaster in the United States 


marine corps, praying for certain allowances in 


the settlement of the accounts of Major Russell; 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


Mr. JOHNSON presented papers relating to 
the claim of George C. M. Roberts; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


Mr. CLARK presented a petition of citizens of 


Auburn, New Hampshire, paging for the aboli- 
tion of slavery throughout the United States, and 


for the adoption of such measures as will forever 
prevent its existence in any portion of the coun- 


try; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


that it is too bulky for any of the pages of this 
body to carry. 

This petition marks a stage of public opinion in 
the history of slavery and also in the suppression 
of the rebellion. As it is short I will read it: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 


States: 
The undersigned, women of the United States above the 
age of eighteen years, earnestly pray that your honorable 
body will pass at the earliest practicable day an act eman- 
cipating all persons of African descent held to involuntary 
service or labor in the United States, 


There is also a duplicate of this petition signed 
by **men above the age of eighteen years.” 

It will be perceived that the petition is in rolls. 
Each roll represents a State. For instance, here 
is New York with a list of se 
seven hundred and six names; Illinois with fifteen 
thousand three hundred and eighty; and Massa- 
chusetts with eleven thousand six hundred and 


JM? Mr. President, I offer a pe- 
tition which is now lying on the desk before me. 
It is too bulky for me to take up. I need-notadd 


venteen thousand | 


| 
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forty-one. ButI will read the abstract with which | have heard the remarks of the Senator from Mas- 
i 


have been furnished: 











State. Men. Women. Total. 
New York......... scendbesccces Gpeae . 12,007) 27,08 
OEE. cna scespctepesenceewne Gge.: eee Sbegeee 
Massachusetts ........+00- ccccce 4,249 7,992 11,641 
Pennsylvania ......cccces eecece 2,209 6,966 8,625 
QIN... ccccevccccccvescvessse -+. 3,676 4,654 8.330 | 
Michigan ..scceeeceeeeeeeces sees 1,741 4,441 6,182 | 
POUR cove ceiver cevcccesesvovsene 2.025 4,014 6,039 
Maine .....cccccccvcccccsesecces 1.225 4,362 5, 587 
Wisconsin .....+ eseeeeceeeeers -- 1,639 2,391 4,030 
[ndiana. ...600ceeees cece cenecess 1,075 2,591 3, 666 
New Hampshire.......s+0+ee00++ 393 2,261 2,654 
New Jersey. ..eeceeveecececces -- 824 1,709 2,533 
Rhode Island... ....+++eee0+ eovege 827 «1,451 2,278 
Vermont. ....eeeeeeee coee. ccens - 375 1,183 1,558 | 
Connecticttt...cccccccccccsccece . ws 1,16 1,555 | 
Minnesota .... 0.600 ee08 Provecces 396 =, 094 1,490 | 
West Virgimia. ....cceere soccecs 2 100 182 
oo, errr eevee so 1b 50 165 | 
DUO a no 0-0 swonenss: enue. cbse p20r 84 74 158 | 
DOUNIVONS 5 occ cccvncecsoces sotsse 67 70 137 
POWIREER. 00's So ceSonscccees aves 13 20 33 
KentUehky ove seed cevcccece eeeees 21 - 21 
Louisiana (New Orleans) ...... oe - 14 14 
Citizens of the United States livin 
in New Brunswick..........++ 19 17 36 
100, 000 


34,399 65,601 














These several petitions are consolidated into one | 


petition, being another illustration of the motto on 
our coin—E pluribus unum. 


This petition issigned by one hundred thousand | 


men and women, who unite in this unparalleled 
number to support its prayer. They are from all 
parts of the country and from every condition of 
life. They are from the sea-board, fanned by the 
free airs of the ocean, and from the Mississippi 
and the prairies of the West, fanned by the free 
airs which fertilize that extensive region. They 
are from the families of the educated and unedu- 
cated, rich and poor, of every profession, busi- 
ness, and calling in life, representing every senti- 


ment, thought, hope, passion, activity, intelligence | 
which inspires, strengthens, and adorns our social | 


system. Here they are, a mighty army,one hun- 
dred thousand strong, without arms or banners, 
the advance guard of a yet larger army. 
But though memorable for their numbers, these 
etitioners are more memorable still for the prayer 
in which they unite. They ask nothing less than 
universal emancipation; and this they ask direct! 
at the handsof Congress. No reason is Sanaa. 
The prayer speaks for itself. It is simple, posi- 


tive. So far as it proceeds from the women of the | 


country, it is naturally a petition, and not an ar- 
gument. 


' 


i 





But I need not remind the Senate that | 


there is no reason so strong as the reason of the | 


heart. 


Do not all great thoughts come from the 
heart? 


It is not for me, on presenting this petition, to | 
assign reasons which the army of petitioners has | 


forborne to assign. But | may not improperly 
add that, naturally and obviously, they all feel 


in their hearts, what reason and knowledge con- | 


firm, not only that slavery is the guilty origin of 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the rebellion, but that its influence everywhere, | 


even outside the rebel States, has been hostile to the 
Union, always impairing loyalty, and sometimes 


openly menacing the national Government. It | 


requires no difficult logic to conclude that such a 


monster, wherever it shows it head, is a national | 
enemy, to be pursued and destroyed as such, or | 
at least to be abated as a nuisance to the national 


cause. 


The petitioners know well, that Congress | 


is the depository of those supreme powers by 


which rebellion, alike in its root and in its distant 


offshoots, may be surely crushed, and by which | 


unity and peace may be permanently secured. 
They know well that the action of Congress may 
be with the codperation of the slavemasters, or 
even without their coéperation under the overrul- 
ing law of military necessity or the commanding 

recept of the Constitution * to guaranty to every 


State a republican form of government.’’ Above | 


all they know well, that to save the country from 
peril, especially to save the national life, there is 
no power, in the ample arsenal of self-defense, 
which Congress may not grasp; for to Congress, 
under the é 


ceives no detriment. Therefore to Congress these 
petitioners now appeal. I ask the reference of 
the petition to the select committee on slavery and 
freedmen, 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I beg leave to delay that 


motion for a moment by a single remark. 


onstitution, belongs the prerogative | 
of the Roman dictator to see that the Republic re- | 


We! 


sachusetts on this petition. He has evidently 
presented it with a view that it shall have some 
effect upon the legislation of Congress. ‘The pe- 
titioners, doubtless, have sent it here with that 
view, and the length ofthe petition and the large 
number of signers to it will be paraded in the pa- 
pers of the country as evidence not only that the 
judgment of the country requires that the prayer 
of the petitioners should be granted, but as evi- 
dence also that there is a disposition in Congress 
to listen to a popular appeal. Sir, I was a mem- 
ber of this Senate only three years ago, before 
the hand of brother was raised against brother, 
before civil war trod this land as with the crush- 
ing step of a giant, before one single drop of blood 
had been shed in this unnatural war, at a time 
when the hearts of the people of this countr 
were palpitating, when they were filled with alarm 
lest the consequences which now unhappily afflict 
the country should come to pass. I recollect, sir, 
that one of the connecting links of the great men 
of the past with the present proposed in this body 
measures to allay agitation, to preserve the Union, 
to keep off civil war and to keep it off forever, | 
recollectthata Senator from New York, now hold- 
ing a distinguished place in the Cabinet, on one 
occasion presented a petition from that State 
signed by twenty-eight thousand citizens, and at 
another time a petition signed by over thirty thou- 
sand citizens, and I recollect that a distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky now dead, (Mr. Critten- 
den,) presented a petition signed by seventeen 
thousand five hundred citizens of Massachusetts, 
and when other Senators loaded your tables with 
petitions calling upon the majority of Congress 
to listen to their prayers, and to do something to 
prevent civil war; and what was the effect of their 
petitions then upon this body ? 

They were scouted, spurned; a deaf ear was 
turned to the supplications of an agonized coun- 
try; and rather than listen to those petitions com- 

| ing up from every section of the country, and 
| more numerously signed than this bugbear of a 
petition to-day, they were disregarded. Nocom- 
| promise then; no heeding by Congress of the im- 
ortunities of the people then. But now, lo and 
behold, this petition is presented, and it is sentas 
the voice of the country: ** Heed ye the voice of 
the country!” Sir, itill becomes gentlemen who 
disregarded that voice in the past, who would not 
listen to the petitions of the American people when 
the clouds of war were gathering in darkness over 
this land—it ill becomes them now, after baving 
treated those petitions as of little worth, to parade 
this as the evidence of the sense of the country, 
and say, ‘* Heed it and be governed by it.”’ 
But, sir, I will not detain the Senate. My ob- 
ject was simply to show that the Senate had dis- 
regarded heretofore petitions more numerously 
signed under other circumstances, and to say to 
the country that this petition, whatever may be 
the object of presenting it, is not to be considered 
as having any very great effect, or to meet with 


'| any great respect I apprehend from this body, be- 


cause they have heretofore rejected petitions more 
numerously signed, and under circumstances 
| which were calculated to command the attention 
of the Senate more favorably. 


Mr. HALE. Asthis statement has been made, 





I want another statement which is strictly true to 
go with it to the country. Those petitions were 
presented here by an honorable and honored mem- 
ber of the Senate, now deceased, in favor ofa series 
of resolutions submitted by him. I have nothing 
to say about them or of them; but I will mention 
this fact, and I should like itto goout to the country 
with the eloquent tribute of the Senator from Dela- 
ware to the petitions of that day. The report, ac 
companied by what was mainly called the Critten- 
den compromise, failed in this body because the 
party that the Senator from Delaware acted wi, 
associated with, counseled with, and voted with, 
voted against it. The Journals of the Senate will 
show that those resolutions were defeated by the 
leading members of the party associated with the 
honorable Senator from Delaware. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not wish to continue 
this debate, because | know it is not regularly * 
order; but in answer to the Senator from New 


Hampshire | wish to make one statement. ‘The 


'| Senator is well aware that the propositions of Mr. 


| 


sed amendments to the 


Crittenden were propo: : 
| nited States, which wou 
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require, in order to pass them, a two-thirds vote 
of both branches of Congress. On ae prop- 
osition to take upand consider those resolutions, 
as I believe, every member of what was then the 
dominant party voted uniformly in favor of taking 
them up and considering them. On one occasion, 





when the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. || 


ropose i for them, there 
Ciark] proposed a substitute > 

were ates six Senators from the Gulf States 
who sat in theif seats and refused to vote; I think 
wrongly refused to vote; but if they had voted on 


that substitute it could not have accomplished 


any practical purpose, because if every member | 


of the then dominant party had voted for the pas- 
sage of the Crittenden compromise resolutions, 
it being necessary to have a two-thirds vote in 


order to pass them, they being propositions to | 


amend the Constitution of the United States, they 
could not have been constitutionally passed in this 
body. Sir, no member of the then dominant party 
ever voted against the Crittenden propositions or 


against taking them up for consideration, or said | 
that he would not accept them as a settlement of | 


sectional differences. 


Another word, sir. The Senator says they were | 


defeated on that account. [ask the Senator from 
New Hampshire, because I believe he is a frank 


Senator, whether at any time there was a single | 


Senator of his party who voted for the Crittenden 


propositions in any stage of them; and whether | 
every other member of the Senate, whether he was | 


a Democrat, or what you might call a Bell and 
Everett man, or American, did not ee 
and uniformly, whenever they were presented, | 


and in all stages vote in favor of the consideration 
and the passage of those resolutions? Does it then 
become the Senator from New Hampshire to say 


that they were defeated because of the fact that | 


those four or five gentlemen from the Gulf States, 
Mr. Slidell, Mr. Benjamin, Mr. Iverson, I think, 
and some two others, perhaps, when a proposi- 
tion was made to substitute another resolution for 
them, refused to vote on that proposition? I ask 
the Senator as a frank man, does it become him 
to say that the resolutions were defeated because 


those five gentlemen refused to vote on that oc- | 


casion, When no member of his party on any oc- 
casion voted in their favor but uniformly voted 
against them? Will he answer? Could the entire 
vote of the then dominant party have constitution- 
ally passed the Crittenden propositions without 
the aid of some votes from the Republican party ? 


Was there one Republican Senator under these | 


circumstances that gave them hissupport? Will 
the Senator answer? 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I rise to thank 
the Senator from Delaware for saying on the floor 
of the Senate to-day that those of us who were 
here then when the Crittenden proposition was 
made steadily voted against it. I do not raise the 
question who defeated that proposition; but I do 
say thatit was a proposition the most wicked that 


was ever proposed in the deliberative body of any | 
Christian or civilized country on the globe. It | 
was a proposition to recognize, establish, and pro- | 


tect slavery south of 36° 30’ in all territory now 
in our possession or that might hereafter be ac- 
quired. It wasa proposition forbidding this Chris- 
tian nation to abolish slavery in the national cap- 
ital without the consent of the slavemongers of 
Virginia. It was a proposition to allow slave- 
traders to take their slaves through and all over 
the free States and hold them as slaves. It was 
a proposition to take away from colored men the 
right of citizenship and the right of voting that 
they had enjoyed from the Declaration of Inde- | 
peaceny to this hour in several of the free States. 

t was the most wicked and devilish proposition 
ever proposed on earth, unworthy the support of | 
a Christian people or any man professing to re- 
vere God or love man. I think the time has gone 
by forever in this country when anybody is to be 
reproached for having voted against a proposition 
that every man ought to glory in trampling under 
his feet. ‘I denounced it then, I denounce it now. 
I thank God that [ was permitted to utter my voice 
and give my vote against incorporating into the 
Constitution of my country amendments go bar- 
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characteristic of the Crittenden resolutions. Itis 
not possible for the Senator from Massachusetts 
or for any other Senator on this floor, or for any 
man in this country, whatever may be his opin- | 
| ions of those measures, to make the American | 
| people believe that John J. Crittenden, of world- 
wide fame, whose patriotism was evidenced by 
every act of his life and in his dying moments, 
| and whose character ‘is dear to every American 
heart, would ever present a proposition to the 
| American Senate unbecoming a Christian gentle- 


| man or a lover of constitutional ae 
| Sir, seventeen thousand five hundred citizens of | 


| Massachusetts, if I mistake not, of the city of Bos- 
| ton, sent a petition here and placed it in the hands 
| of John J. Crittenden, asking this Senate and this 
Congress to pass measures of compromise and 
; conciliation. A large majority of the people of 
| this country at that ime, in my judgment—I may | 
| be mistaken—were honestly in favor of the adop- 


|| now, I presume, but what believes that had they 
| been adopted, civil war would have been averted 
j and we should have been united and at peace. 


Petitions are still in order. 
Mr. POWELL. 
word on that petition before it is referred. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. In the opinion of 
the Chair it has gone from the Senate. Before 


|| voting. Such was not the fact. 


. . Sa it 
tion of those measures; and there is no man living || 


|| mittee of thirteen or in the Senate. 


The VICEPRESIDENT. The petitionis re- | 
| ferred. 


I should like to say a single | 


ee ———————_—— NT or ane 
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they were ready to take the Crittenden proposi- 
tions and to stand by them. Mr. Toombs de- 
clared it in open Senate. 

I well remember the day when Mr. Johnson, 
the Senator from Tennessee, made a speech in 
reply to the Senator from Delaware, who haa just 
taken his seat, in which he declared that they 
were defeated in consequence of four gentlemen 
from the Gulf States sitting in their seats and not 
The question 
| came up between those resolutions and the sub- 
stitute of the Senator from New Hampshire, [Me. 
Crark,] and it was upon that question that those 
gentlemen, I think wrongfully, refrained from vot- 
ing. It required only a bare majority to substi- 
tute the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire for the Crittenden propositions, but 
it required a two-thirds vote to pass the Critten- 
den propositions. We afierwards did get a vote 
upon them, and the Republican party caused their 
| defeat. There never wasa Republican who voted 
| for the Crittenden propositions either in the com- 
The mem- 
bers of that party, and they alone, are responsi- 
| ble for their defeat, as the journals in the com- 
mittee and the Journals of Congress will show. 
There was no Senator on that side of the Cham- 
ber that I remember who ever cast a vote for the 





|| Crittenden propositions. 





the Senator rose, the Chair announced that it was 
referred. 

Mr. FOSTER. 
sent the Senator may have leave to express his 
views. There has been rather a free discussion, 
and I should be sorry to have any Senator cut off 
from saying what he wishes to say on the subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be regarded 
as before the Senate if there is no objection. The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to say a word in regard to the petition pre- | 
sented by the Senator from Massachusetts, but 
I will make a remark in reply to his colleage [Mr. | 
Witson] in defense of my late colleague, Mr. | 
| Crittenden. ThatSenator has chosen to denounce 
the Crittenden resolutions as unworthy of any 
Christian man or any Christian people. He re- 
flects very harshly, too, upon the memory of Mr. 
Crittenden. Allow me to tell that Senator that 
those propositions that were presented by my late 
colleague, and which were rejected by the Re- 
publican party, in my judgment were eminent- 
ly wise, eminently just, and eminently proper. 
They were worthy of the high reputation of the 
illustrious Senator who presented them; and I 
know that no assault that can come from the Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts will impair the just fame | 
and the high reputation of that illustrious man. 
He was an elevated statesman and a Christian 
gentleman; and I know that when those propo- 
sitions were under consideration the most illus- | 





I hope that by common con- | 


I know the statement has gone out which has 
been made to-day by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. Haxe.] It has been stated in the 
newspapers over and over again, butitis not true. 
If the Republicans had given their support we 
could have carried the Crittenden propositions, 
and they would have averted civil warand saved 
the Union. I have no question on that fact. I 
believe the people of Massachusetts by an untold 
majority were in favor of the Crittenden proposi- 
tions. There wasevery evidence before the Sen- 
ate of that, but the Senators from Massachusetts 
stood out as we on this side thought against the 
will of their constituents. 

The Senator from Massachusetts did not at 
that time denounce those propositions in such 
terms as he has now used. He opposed them, I 
admit, but he indulged in no such denunciations 
as he has uttered to-day. When that pure, just, and 
elevated man, Mr. Crittenden, occupied a seat on 
this floor, the Senator did notassert that he could 
be the author of propositions so damnable as the 
Senator has characterized them. He is out of the 
Senate; he is in his grave, respected and honored 
by all virtuous and intelligent men. Now it is 
that the Senator comes forward and makes his 
assault. When the reputation of the man and the 
circumstances are considered, it does look to me 
| like an atrocious assault upon one of the most 
pure and elevated statesmen that this or any other 
country hasever produced, The virtues and emi- 
nent public services of John J. Crittenden will 
live embalmed in the hearts of his countrymen; 





trious and distinguished gentlemen from Massa- | 
chusetts were here desiring their adoption. [| 
remember having interviews with such men as 
Edward Everettand other distinguished men from 
that State. The people throughout the length 
and breadth of this land, in my judgment, desired 
the adoption of those propositions. If they had 
been adopted we should now be a united and happy 
people. We should not have witnessed the hor- 
rid scenes that we have seen in consequence of 
this unfortunate civil war 

One word, sir, as to those who rejected those 
propositions. The Senator from Massachusetts 
| seems to congratulate his party that they did re- 
ject them because they were monstrous, unchris- | 
tian propositions. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire desires to throw the onus on certain gentle- 
men from the Guif States. Allow me to say, Mr. 
President, that those resolutions were rejected by 
the Republican party. They, and they alone, are 
responsible. The Senator from Massachusetts 
glories in it, but the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire desires to throw the blame upon others. | 
was a member of the committee of thirteen to 
whom all those measures were referred, and I 
speak what the journals of that committee will 





barous,wicked,and inhuman. God in His abound- 
ing grace might have pardoned such a crime, but 
sumanity would have reproached us forever. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. [ shall enter intono dis- | 
cussion with the Senator from Massachusetts as | 
to the wisdom or folly, the virtue or contrary | 


| attest when I say that no Republican upon that 





committee voted for the Crittenden propositions, 
while every Senator on that committee who was | 
nota Republican voted for them. Upon one or | 
two propositions Mr. Toombs and Mr. yet 
| finally changed their votes, but they declared that 


| 
| 


| 
l= my purpose to cast any reflection apon the 
| 


|| believe it now. 


and no assault from the Senator from Massachu- 
setts will dim the luster of his fame. 

Mr. WILSON. [I desire simply to say, sir, 
to the honorable Senator ‘from Kentucky and to 
the honorable Senator from Delaware that it was 


memory of John J. Crittenden. I entertained for 
him, while living, sincere regard; and, sir, | am 
not here to reproach his memory. He was an 
old statesman, an old man,and under the pressure 
of the times he stepped forth with the proposition 
he miscalled a compromise. I characterized the 
proposition just as I characterize now the acts of 
men—of personal character that I regard disloyal— 
acts against liberty, humanity,and Cliristian eivil- 
ization. Honest, sincere men may be deluded, 
may be deceived. I choose to judge men with 
| charity, but to speak of the acts of men and char- 
acterize those acts as they are. The Senator says 
that I did not speak of these resolutions when they 
wete before the Senate as | have to-day. If the 
| Senator will reada speech of mine made upon the 
resolutions he will find that I characterized them 
| quite as severely as | haveto-day. I spoke fully 
upon the subject, and expressed the fear that if 
we dared to vote for those resolutions we should 
sink, when lite’s duties were performed, into dis- 
' honorable graves, with the curse of God and the 

scorn of mankind upon us. I believed it then; I 
I believe that an overwhelming 
and uncounted majority of the people of the coun- 
try to-day would reject with unutterable scorn 
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those unchristian propositions. I have no doubt_| 
of it. Tam glad that Senators rise in their places | 
to-day and acquit all of us of the Administration 
of ever having stained our souls by voting for a 
proposition so abhorrent to the sentiments of man- 
kind. 

Mr.SUMNER. Mr. President, before the de- 
bate closes I desire merely toadd one word. The 
proposition known as the Crittenden resolutions 
‘und all the petitions in its support were in favor 


| 


of the crime of human slavery. On that there is || 


nodoubt. Every petitioner in favor of that prop- 
osmion petitioned for the crime of human slavery ; 
the propositian itself was to establish the crime 
of human slavery. The petition which I have 
had the honor to present to-day, signed by one 
hundred thousand men and women of the United 
States, is for human freedom. 

Mr. POWELL. One single word. The Sena- | 
tor from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] has stated 
that these petitioners who were in favor of the 


| 

+: ; Ra. : | 
Crittenden compromise were petitioners in favor I] 
Ido not think there was any || 


of human slavery. 
such thing mentioned inthe petitions. There was | 
nothing in the Crittenden compromise measures 
that put the shackles upon a single slave. They | 
left that matter precisely where itis under the | 
Constitution. They did not attempt todo it; but 
there was a proposition in them that gave a large | 
portion of territory and dedicated it to what the | 
Senator would call freedom. All that the resolu- | 
tions did in that direction was to give further guar- | 
anteesand securities to the protection of property 
in the southern States. That was all; nothing | 
more; nothing less; and I am astonished to hear 
the Senator speak of those petitioners coming up | 
here in favor of human slavery. Such is not the 
fact, and if you look at the petitions they willattest 
what I say to be the truth 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise for the | 
purpose of stating that! do not see that any profit- 
able result can be the consequence of such a de- 
bateas this. Whatever may have been the causes 
which have brought us into our present condition, 
we are in it; and it is a part, as 1 think, becoming 
the statesmen of the day to devise any and every | 
measure to get us out of it happily and prosper- 
ously. To deal in harsh epithets against those 
who have preceded us, to deal in such epithets to | 
those who are here and who have participated in 
the deliberations of the past can yo no possible | 
good. Whether they have in fact done or whether | 
they have been willing to do what in the sight of 
God would be acrime, is a matter that perhaps can 
best be settled between themselves and Heaven; 
and when the day shall come when the hearts of 
all shall be disclosed it may be found possibly 
that those who sustained what are called the Crit- 
tenden propositions and those who were anxious 
either by sustaining them or by sustaining others 
to avoid this war, will stand at leastan even chance 
of mercy at the throne above with those who think 
proper now—lI was about to say to vilify them. 
Slavery in my opinion is what I have heretofore 
said of it; but there are men wiser than I am, 
more patriotic than [ can pretend to be, men who | 
liave served their country in spheres infinitely | 
higher than any to which I aspire, who have not 
thought ita sin. The Father of his country held 
in bondage his slaves up to the last moment of hi 
existence on earth; and can either of the Senator 
from Massachusetts suppose for amoment that at 
that great day when we are to give an account of 
our deeds in this life his chance of mercy will be 
less than theirs? 

Mr.SUMNER. I have simply to say in reply 
to the last remark of the Senator from Maryland, 
that George Washington appeared before his 
Maker as the emancipator of his slaves. 

Mr. CONNESS. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to enter into this debate, which is somewhat 
irregular at best; but as it appears to have taken 
almost entirely the direction of a review of the 

vast | wish to add a single word, If the Repub- 
can party prevented the adoption by their acts 
and votes of what was known as the Crittenden 
proposition, I wish to say to that party that I 
honor them for it; and leaving the question of 
slavery or what was involved as the protection of 
slavery contained in the Crittenden proposition, 
it is enough for me to base the honor that I now 
bestow upon the Republican party for that trans- 
action upon the fact that the Crittenden proposi- 
tion was brought forward ata period of time when 








j South. 


a traitor Cabinet and a traitor President were 
organizing war against this Government in the 
Sir, when a single individual may retire 
orderly and properly with a clenched fist in his 


| face, and make an apology to the party that ag- | 


gresses him, then a great nation may retire or | 


| accept a proposition while war is being organized 
| against it even by the participation of the con- | 


stituted authorities. I honor the Republican party 
or whoever put their feet upon that proposition at 
that time. I had notthe honor then to havea seat 
in this body or in Congress; but I was honored 
by a constituency in my own State with a seat in 


|| the Legislature of that State. The Crittenden prop- 


osition came up there for indorsement, and I am 
very proud to have to say to-day that, consistent 
with my own ideas of personal and national honor, 
I gave not only a vote but all the action that | 
could give to prevent that indorsement by the 


| State of California. 













1 am one of those who believe that the propo- 
sitions contained in the Crittenden compromise 
could not have been received without eternal dis- 
honor to the American people, and I glory in the 
spirit of the men who refused to adopt it; and I 
equally glory in the period that has finally evolved 
and developed the movement represented by the 
action of the Senator from Massachusetts this 
morning. I thank God, sir, that the day is com- 
ing, and that we are here as its ministers in part, 
when our country shall be relieved of that curse, 
that crime, and that treason which are contained 
in African slavery. 
can rise up and say that it exists no more in our 
land. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition will 
be referred to the select committee on slavery and 


| freedmen. 


MODE OF ELECTING A PRESIDENT. 


Mr. POWELL. In pursuance of notice given 
yesterday, I present to the Senate and ask leave 
to introduce a joint resolution proposing certain 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. I am not prepared to say that the amend- 
ments proposed all meet my approval. They were 
drawn by one of the most eminent and distin- 
guished citizens of Kentucky, Judge Nicholas, of 
Louisville, who is one of the first lawyers and 


I will hail the day when we | 





statesmen in the valley of the Mississippi,a gen- | 
tleman of worth and eminence and patriotism. | 
The object of these amendments is to provide the | 
mode and manner of electing the President of the | 


United States. 
proposition, to which he has given very grave 


Judge Nicholas thinks that his | 


thought, will be calculated to allay party and | 


sectional strife, and do away with the * spoils’’ 
system. Coming from the source they do, I think 
I can without fear of contradiction state that they 
are worthy of the calm consideration of the Sen- 
ate. They touch upon a niatter that has received 
the earnest thought of many eminent statesmen 
since the organization of the present Government. 
lask that the resolutions be read, printed, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Leave was given to introduce the joint resolu- | 


tion (S. No. 26) proposing certain amendments 


to the Constitution of the United States, and it | 


was read twice, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That the 
Constitution of the United States be amended as follows: 

ARTICLE NO, —. 

Sec. 1. Congress shall at its first session after the adop- 
tion of this amendment, and from time to time thereafter, 
apportion among the several States the electors of President 
and Vice President according to the following ratio of pop- 
ulation in Federal numbers: One elector to each State 
having less than a million; two to each State having one 
but less than two million; three to each having two but 
less than three million ; four to cach having three but less 
than four million; five to each having four but less than six 
million; six to each having six but less than eight million ; 
and seven to each having eight million of population. Each 
State having but one elector shall be an electoral district, 
and each of the other States shall be divided by Congress 
into districts equal to the number of its electors, to be cqm- 
posed of coterminous territory, and as near as may be the 
districts to have equality of population. 

Sec. 2. The voters of each district, qualified to vote for 
members of the most numerous branch of its Legislature, 
shall elect an elector. 

The elections for electors shall be held during the month 
of October next preceding the commencement of any pres- 
idential term. 

The several State Legislatures shall prescribe the time 
and manner for holding those elections and making returns 
thereof; also, for deciding them when contested, and mak- 
ing new elections therein; but Congress may discharge this 
duty, in whole or in part, when deemed necessary. 
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Sec. 3. The electors shall convene in the Senate Cham- 
ber at the seat of Government, at noon of the first Monday 
in February pext preceding the commencement of the en- 
suing presidential term, and form an electoral college. 

‘J'wo thirds of all the electors elected shall be a quorum 
of the college. 

The Chief Justice of the United States, or in his absence 
the President of the Senate, or in the absence of both, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be the pre- 
siding officer of the college. 

The presiding officer shall cause ali the electors elected, 


| whether present or not, to be listed in t®e alphabetical order 


of their names, and in that order divide them into six classes 
of equal numbers, distributing by Jot separately among the 
several classes such electors at the bottom of the list, if 
any, as are left out in the division. 

He strall by lot, under the supervision of one from each 
class, designate the several classes by numbers from one 


| to six. 


When a quorum is present he shall announce that the 
college is formed, and note the time at which the enunei- 
ation iz made; but, when necessary, the enunciation shal] 
be postponed until after the verification, by a majority of 
the electors present, of the returns aud qualifications of 
members. 

Sec. 4, After the college is formed the electors present 


|| of each class shall choose an elector from the class next 


succeeding it in number, except class six, which shall 
choose from class one. 

In open session of the college the presiding officer, under 
the supervision and control of the six so chosen, or a miajor- 
ity of them, shall cause two of those six to be designated 
by lot. . 

From those two the college shall choose one, who shall 
be President for the next ensuing term of four years, and 


| the other shall be the Vice President for that term. 


The voting by class or college shall be viva voce in open 
session of the college. 

In cases of tie, the casting vote shall be given by the pre- 
siding officer, who, if he be also an elector, shall not vote 
except in cases of tie. 

The college may adopt rules for expediting a decision by 
the several classes, and to prevent more than two persons 
from receiving an equality of votes on the final vote of a 
class, 

If there be a failure to choose one of the six from any 
class within the time prescribed by the college, the mem- 
bers of that class shall themselves make the choice. 

There shall be no reconsideration of a vote given. 

Sec. 5. Uf the college fail, except from exterior violence 
or intimidation, to make an election ofPresident and Vice 
President within twenty-four hours from the time when the 
college was formed, it shall be dissolved, and the offices of 
its electors vacated. 

Thereupon the presiding officer shall order a new elec- 
tion of electors on any day, not less than thirty from the 
date of his proclamation, and atleast thirty before the next 
month of June, which election shall be held, and the elect 
ors chosen shall convene at the time and place designated 
by the proclamation, and proceed to the election of a Presi- 
dent and Vice President as before directed, within twenty 


| four hours from the time of their formation into a college, 


and under like penalty for their failure. 

Should the failure to elect be caused by exterior violence 
or intimidation, the functions of the college shall not cease, 
but it shall reconvene when and where a majority of its 


| members shall by proclamation direct, and make or com- 


plete an election as before directed, within the time speci- 
tied, under like penalty. 
Sec. 6. Should no election of President and Vice Presi- 


| dent be made by an electoral college before the Ist day of 


June next ensuing the commencement of a presidential 


| term, the Senate of the United States shall convene in its 


Chamber at noon of the first Monday in July next thereafter, 
constitute all its elected members, whether present or not, 
into an electoral college, as though each Senator had been 
elected an elector, and proceed in all respects as before di 
rected, within twenty-four hours, to choose a President 
and Vice President to fill the vacancy. 

Should the Senate fail to elect, the discharge of the duties 
of President and Vice President for the residue of that term 
shall devolve upon such officers of the Government as Con- 
gress shall have theretofore directed. 7 

Sec. 7. No office shall be incompatible with that of an 
elector except the oflice of Chief Justice of the United 


| States. 


Sec. 8 An act or resolution passed by Congress, which 
shall be returned by the President with his objections, shall 
be valid without his signature, if repassed by each House 
of Congress by a vote equal to a majority of all the mem- 
bers elected thereto. : 

Sec. 9. Itshall not be deemed compatible withthe duty 0 
a President habitually to use the patronage of his office for 
the special advantage of any particular political party, 0! 


| to suffer the patronage of any subordinate oflice so to be used. 


Sec. 10. Should a vacaney occur in both the office ot 
President and in that of Vice President while there are two 
years remaining of the then presidential term, the Chief 
Justice of the United States, or in his absence the Secre 
tary of State, shall convene the electoral college after thirly 
days’ notice by proclamation, who shall fill the vacancies 
for tlre remainder of the term in all respects as if it were 
an original election. ; : 

Sec. 11. Every elector before entering on the duties 0! 
his office, shall, by oath or affirmation, promise to support 
the Constitutioa of the United States, and declare that he 
has not, and will not, pledge his vote as an elector in favo! 
of any person or toward aiding any political party. 


The joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of 
E. F. and Samuel A. Wood, praying for an issue 
of duplicates of certain Oregon war bonds and 
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coupons attached, amounting tothe sum of $7,350, cities of Washington and Georgetown, and I move 
destroyed on board the steamer Golden Gate, sub- | that it be pr inted. yt, 

mitted a report accompanied bya bill (S. No. 105) | The motion was agreed to. 

for the relief of E. F. and Samuel A. Wood. 


take it kindly of the Senate to make the subject 
|, the special order for some particular day that will 
|| least interfere with the working hours of the Sen- 
MANAGEMENT OF HOSPITALS. }) ate. My object is to consume as little of its val- 


| ° 
: 1h wy ' to a second read- || ae || uable time that could be devoted to labor and to 
d he bill was read and passed : ~_ NRS TT . as / ; ; m “ 

1g a and the report was ordered to be printed. | a . N ESMI I He — itis oa nel een oe business as practicable. If the Senate would have 
: Nr. MORRILL. ‘The Committee on Claims, || 'e > woe POR. Peace * ae conan ration of || an understanding that this subject should be made 
if to whom was referred the petition of Berendt A. | ey eoennen — Tr like ay. k || the special order for Friday next for the purpose 
i *-oiseth, praying for the payment to him of fifty | Mr, DOOLII L 4. 4 should like to Know || of accommodating me I would be obliged to them 
Froiseth, praying \| whether the resolution will lead to debate. 


dollars which he alleges to be due him as assignee | 
of Charles Colter on a voucher dated May 10, 1861, 
against the Government of the United States, is- | 
sued by the quartermaster and approved by the | 
colonel, W. A. Gorman, of the first regiment Min- 

ne'sota volunteers, to Charles Colter, ask to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, the claim 


ras 


. n rt. do in relation to the matter of course | will cheer- 
tion calling on the Secretary of War for certain 


tio ! n || fully submit to. 
information relative to the management of hospi- || Mr. DOOLITTLE. If there is any desire to 
tals, and the reception, treatment, and transfer of ; 


| take up another bill lam perfectly willing that 
patients, 1 do not apprehend that it will lead to || this subject shall go over until to-morrow; but 


there is a habit growing up here which does not 


_the reso || for their courtesy. But whatever the Senate may 
Mr. NESMITH. [think not. Itis aresolu- || 
i] 


omg or 


having arisen under a contract, and therefore | 
dD 


being cognizable by the Court of Claims. 
The report was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on the | 


District of Columbia, to whom was referred a bill 
(S. No. 86) to authorize the appointment of a 
warden of the jail in the District of Columbia, re- 
ported it with amendments. . a 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 


ferred a bill (H. R. No. 26) reviving the grade of | 


lieutenent general in the United States Army, re- 
sorted it with amendments. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 156) making appropriations to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, reported it 
with amendments. 


PAPERS WITITIDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. CLARK, it was 


Ordered, That James Pool have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers trom the files of the Senate. 


IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The joint resolution from the-dHouse of Repre- 
sentatives (No. 30) tendering the thanks of Con- 


gress to Major General W.T. Sherman, was read | 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee-| 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 


any debate. If it does, I shall withdraw it. | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to pro- | 
cure and transmit to the Senate the record of proceedings | 
of a court-martial, convened in New York city by virtue of 
special order No. 118, December 7, 1863, for the trial of 
Assistant Surgeon Webster, for refusing to permita danger- | 
ously wounded soldier to be removed trom the McDougall | 
general hospital, in a cold storm of rain, without permis- | 
sion of the medical director of the department, together | 
with the defense of the accused read at the trial, the find- 
ing of the court, the recommendation of its members in re- | 
spect to a remission of the sentence, and the decision of | 
Major General Dix thereon. Also, that the General-in- 
Chief of the Army be requested to report in detail what au- | 
thority, if any, subordinate military commanders have, by | 
existing regulations, independent of the medical depart- 
ment, overgeneral hospitals; what distinction, if any, there 
is in that respect between field or post hospitals and gen- 
eral hospitals; what orders or decisions have been made 
by the Secretary of War, General-in-Chief, or Surgeon Gen- 
eral on thesubject; and whether the interests of the service 
do not require thatall orders relating to the management of 
general hospitals, and the reception, treatment, and transfer 
of patients, should pass through the Surgeon General or his 
immediate representative, the medical director. * 


Mr. WILSON. I asked yesterday to have this" 


resolution laid over. I thought there were some 


| eXpressions in the resolution that ought not to 


be there; and [think now it would be better that 
they should not be; but Ido not object to its pas- 
sage. I think the object sought for is an excel- 
lent one. The information asked for we ought 
to have. 





seem exactly proper. ‘The moment a gentleman 
takes the floor there are half a dozen who desire 
to say this and say that, or make some sugges- 
tion, until weare constantly interrupted, Itseems 
to me it is hardly within the rules of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Wisconsin is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope the Senator will excuse 
me. I did notintend to interfere with his remarks 
by the request that I made, and | hope the Sen- 
ator will be permitted without interruption to con- 
tinue his remarks at the present time. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE addressed the Senate. [His 
speech will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. Dootitrie] who has 
just taken his seat has asserted over and over 
again, read extracts from the speeches of others, 
and resolutions of public meetings to show that 
slavery is dead. If that is so let it be buried, and 
we can turn our attention and invoke the coépera- 
tion of the other departments of the Government 
in the work to restore peace, and with it union, 
harmony, confidence, prosperity, security, and 
oo to our national Republic. 

propose to refer for a few moments to the re- 
marks of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] 
in his speech delivered here last week. I will not 
detain the Senate lone. 


That Senator and the Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Sumner] | understand now to occupy 
precisely the same ground, though they arrive at 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate || their positions by different roads. | propose now * 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 28. || to examine for a short time some of the positions 
. Mr. DOOLITTLE. Willitgive rise todebate? | taken by the Senator from Ohio. He said: 

If it does not, | have no objection. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was not aware that the 
Senator from Wisconsin was entitled to the floor 
|} on another bill. If he desires to go on with his || 
remarks, of course [ will withdraw my motion, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
is before the Senate. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 41) 
to promote enlistments in the Army of the United 


on Military Affairs and the Militia. Phe resolution was adopted. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, gave notice of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill providing 
for extending the Leavenworth and Galveston 
railroad and telegraph line to intersect the Han- 


nibal and St. Joseph railroad at Cameron, in the 
State of Missouri. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
106) prohibiting speculative transactions in gold, 
silver, and foreign exchange, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice by its title, referred 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 





“Tlave we-this power, and if so whence is it derived and 
| to what extent can we execute it?) The power to eman 

cipate a slave by Congress or the President certainly does 
not exist in time of peace. This is an axiomin American 
polities. The Second Congress, upon the petition of Bea 

|| Jamin Franklin, declared that the national Legistature had 
no power over slavery in the States. The declaration has 
been repeated by alinost every Congress since that time. 
No political party that has ever been organized in this coun 

try has claimed the power of interfering with slavery in the 
States. At the very last session of Congress before this war 
broke out the House of Representatives, by a unanimous 














> . vote, declared that Congress had no power to emaneipate 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be || States, and for other purposes; the pending ques- || slaves, and no power over the subject of slavery in the 
printed, ion being oa the smesdasent of Mr.Eexpanson, | ‘Sums. 1k war ca desared oy dor Froddvays was 1346 
Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous con- | - —— line five, after the word 5 he,” | axiom in hevetnanaaiiabinaatianinasiions saanweranes 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 107) e att eae t a words = his mothe ’ and his wite slavery in the slaveholding States, that slavery is simply a 
to establish an additional judicial district in the || and \ ee ; ana “ne the word notwith- — re urea oa oe aes eee hae 
State of New York; which was read twice by its _— ings in t ne SE 4% 1 = to sees | saiemaieadiion ree ete dhe dearth iio eo 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- ee - ee shall also be free, || of the enforcement of the provision of the Constitution of 
f Mr. JOHNSON asked, and by unanimous con- || fort to the existing rebellion against the Government since rhe ng thor arly b pons eo ch _ : 
e sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 108) July 17, 1862. ‘ : || source, and not from the ordinary powers of Congress in 
relating toactingassistant paymastersinthe Navy; || So that the whole section will read as follows: || time of peace. ;, 
if which was read twice by its title, and referred to That when any person of Africamdescent whose service sition tateee tote ee re ales eee 
ee on Naval Affairs. . shalt be dnubedind Sate den alien) or Suvad devetee er ae | slavery. This has been settled now by many cases in our 
‘j Mr. CONNESS asked, and by unanimous con- || United States, he shall forever thereafter be free, any law, || courts.”’ : 
of ‘ sent obtained, leave to introditce a bill (S.No. 109) || usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding; and his The Senator has at least made a fair statement 
0 ; to expedite the settlement of titles to lands in the mother, his wife, and children shall also be free, provided || of the case. I do not understand that Congress 
ef State of California; which was read twice by its — wie ar cenniiciadatiin anak | has any power in time of war that it has not in 
. tile, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, cain mbellion against the Government since July 17, || time of peace. Since our national existence we 
c and ordered to be printed, 1862 ; and all laws and parts of laws inconsistent herewith || have passed through two wars, and no party, no 
re » Mr. HENDERSON asked, and by unanimous || *° heresy repealed. : | department of the Government, no man in the 
- consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, war and | Government, no court has ever held that Congress 
A 110) for the relief of John H. Shepherd and Wal- | not peace is our real situation, Itis war—— || had more power in time of war than it has in time 
he ter K. Caldwell, of Missouri; which was read Mr. DAVIS. Willthe honorable Senator allow || of peace. The power of Congress in both cases 
yor twice by its title, and referred to the Committee || Me just a minute? Before he proceeds with his |! is derived from the same source—the Constitu- 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. remarks I will observe that it is my desire to say || tion of the United States. Itean draw no power 
m- something onthisbill. Idonotfeel physically able || from any othersource. The claim that the Pres- 
rd. PRIMARY SCHOOLS. to perform that task to-day; butas there does not || ident or Congress has power derived from war 
Mr.GRIMES. I submit an amendment which || seem to be a great deal of particular interest felt || above the Constitutfon 1s of recent origin. 
intend to propose to the bill (S. No. 26) to pro- |] in this bill, if he will allow me I will make this |} But, Mr. President, extraordinary as it may 
on. vide for the public instruction of youth in primary || suggestion to the Senate: when he and other || seem, the Senator from Ohio says that we are en- 
of schools throughout the county of Washington, in || gentlemen who wish to address the Senate on the | gaged in a war, that this is not an insurrection 
- the District of Columbia, without the limits of the |] subject shall have concluded their remarks, | will || which we are putting down, that the war is being 
in 
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carried on between belligerents, and that Congress | 
derives its power from the law of nations govern- | 


ing war. Sir, let me ask what power Congress 
can derive from the law of nations? Is there any 
additional power whatever it can derive which is 
not granted by the Constitution? Can Congress 
change, the law of nations in any particular? Of 
course we must be governed by the laws of civil- 
ized warfare, but how ean Congress derive any 
authority from the law of nations? 

If the Senator from Ohio is right, if his posi- 
tion is correct, | maintain that there are but two 
things which ean be done in reference to this mat- 
ter, If this is a war between belligerents all we 
can do is to treat or conquer, and no law that 
Congress may make will have any influence or 
power on our enemies so long as they are belli- 
gerents. I shall not trouble myself to hunt up 
the writers on the law of nations and read long 
extracts, but Llay down the propesition, and | in- 
vite the Senator from Ohio to discuss it. 

The Senator from Ohio says there is nothing 
in the Constitution preventing the course which 
he proposes. Ido not state his precise language, 
but that is the substance of what he said. Sir, 
that statesman in search of power for Congress 
who is driven to this argument is argumentliess. 
It cannot be supported by precedent; it cannot 
be supported by reason; it cannot be supported 
by principle. i do not propose to amplify on 
these propositions; | merely state them. I am 
speaking without notesand with very little prep- 
aration. 

But the Senators, however much they may differ 
in veference to the point from which they derive 
the power, all seem to concur in the proposition 
that it is necessary in order to bring this wartoa 
successful issuc that you shall dispose of the ques- 
tion of slavery. I concur to some extent with 
those who say that the institution of slavery is 
gone; but I say you may wipe it from existence 
to-morrow, and you advance no step toward the 
putting down of the rebellion, if it is a rebellion, 
or the ending of the civil war, if it is civil war. 
We have tried that for three years, and how far 
has it advanced our cause? Ges proclamation 
of emancipation gave to Jeff. Davis fifty thousand 
bayoncts when his cause was sinking. Youracts 
of confiscation gave to him armies when he could 
not have got armies by any other means. You 
have pursued this line of policy, this course of 
legislation, and it has accomplished nothing. All 
the interests of the country, the interests of the 
white race, demand that we should bring this war 
to a speedy close, preserving the integrity of the 
Union and the rights of the States. 

Now, Mr. President, I differ from some of my 
own friends on this side of the Chamber. In the 
army of the confederacy they have not to-day 
over two hundred and fifty thousand men; they 
had not during last year over three hundred thou- 
sand; they have never had over four hundred 
thousand men at any time during the progress of 
the war. We have to-day seven hundred thou- 
sand, thatis we are feeding and paying that many. 
‘The President has called for five hundred thou- 
sand more. We have never had less than six 
hundred thousand in the field, often eight hundred 
thousand, 

The credit of Mr. Davis’s government is worth- 
less. The people inside of their lines are suffer- 
ing for many of the necessaries of life, and the 


supplies both of materials of war, ammunition, | 


and the like, and food are scarce and difficult to be 
obtained for their army. 

Why is it that this civil war has been permit- 
ted to linger so long? You have all the depart- 
mets of the Government and such an army as 
the sun bas never shone upon. Whydid you not 
end itlast year? Why do younotdoitnow? You 
have armies and resources, credit and money. 
Why don’t you end the war? 

I willtellyouwhy youcannot. Your thoughts 
are turned upon the négro; your legislation is di- 
rected for his benefit; your ideas all float in and 
around him, from your Executivedown. Instead 
of turning your attention to putting down the re- 
bellion, to enforcing the laws of the Union under 
the Constjtution, which you have the right to do, 
you are legislating for the benefit of the negro. 
That white man who has borne civilization so far, 
you have lost sight of and ignored. Sir, you are 
responsible before the American people to-day for 
the continuance of this war. You have made no 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


call for troops that has not beenanswered. You 
have had the resources of the country with you. 
Any other country on the face of the earth with 
the blunders of this Administration would have 
been destroyed and utterly ruined. It shows the 
immense resources of thts country and its great 
vowers of endurance, when it can stand so many 
blunders and so much mismanagement. But, sir, 
suppose we adopt a little different policy; aren 
that instead of pursuing this policy that has done 
so much mischief we turn our attention toanother. 
We have the lights of history thrown along our 
path. Let us be instructed by them. Let us pro- 
claim to these people real amnesty—not such as 
has been proclaimed by Mr. Lincoln—and give 
them six or nine. months to accept it, and limit 
the time of its operation. Do that, and this diffi- 
culty will be settled = speedily. Open some 
door to those men who have gone into rebellion 
by which they can escape from the position which 
they are in,and they will retire from it very soon. 
My opinion is that if the President of the United 
States had proclaimed universal amnesty at any 
time within the last eighteen months, this war 
would now be over. 

But an objection is urged that we shall soon 
have back all the leaders in political positions. 
There is no fear of this. The leaders in unsuc- 
cessful rebellion cease to lead when their cause 
declines. 

But, sir, [ agree there is justice in the proposi- 
tion that the men who originated such a war as 
this should be punished. ‘The proclamation of 
amnesty by the President is more for the negro 
than ending the rebellion. He excludes from his 
amnesty all officers above the grade of colonel in 
the army, besides others. It is very easy to give 
amnesty to all except the leaders. 

If I understand the relation between the citizen 
and his Government it is that, while the citizen 
owes to the Government the duty of support, the 
Government on the other hand owes to him the 
duty of protection; and where the Government 
permits a de facto eee iN Opposition to its 
own authority to be raised up, and the citizen has 
no courts to appeal to, no armies to protect him, 
he has nothing left but to lend acquiescence and 
support to the de facto government that exists and 
claims his obedience. Apply that principle here. 
There are many men in the southern country who 
























to do with this rebellion, as we once called it; but 
this Government had no forts there; it had no 
courts there to which they could appeal; they 
had no tribunals in which their rights could he 
protected. ‘They had then necessarily to give in 
their acquiescence to the de facto government. 
There may be many such men that have risen to 
be colonels or brigadier generals, and the President 
says he will not pardon them, he will not for- 
give them. By the terms of his proclamation the 
most mischievous of all the men that were in the 
southern country may be included within the am- 
nesty, while those least guilty may be excluded. 
Now, Mr. President, that we may avoid all 
this difficulty and escape from all this embarrass- 
ment, suppose Congress, as it has the power to 
do, should pass an act of amnesty to every man 
now engaged in the rebellion or living in the rebel 
States who would lay down his arms and lend 
his support to the Government, excluding from 
the provisions of that amnesty all those who en- 
gaged in the rebellion prior to April 15, 1861, for 
that was the day $n which Mr. Lincoln issued 
his proclamation calling for seventy-five thousand 
troops, which was a concession on the part of this 
Government that we were not able to lend our 
yrotection to citizens living in the rebel States. 
hat would exclude all the leaders. 
‘| Suppose Congress should embrace in a bill a 
provision like this: that amnesty be tendered to 
those who have “engaged in rebellion against the 
United States upon condition of submission by 
them to the Constitution and laws, excluding 
from its oo only those who took part in 
said rebellion before the 15th day of April, 1861, 
as being the prime movers of the insurrection, 
originating it, and leading it on before the usurped 
governments in the several States had established 
an authority to compel citizens to enter the ranks 
of the army, giving the color of law to its vio- 
lence. If they do, in six months the rebellion 
will be over. 
‘| But, Mr. President, I do not feel very much 





held out to the last, who refused to have anything. 








| like discussing the rights and privileges, the ben- 
| efits and glories of the negro, while there is de- 
| nied every guarantee of the Federal Constitution 
| to the white man if he happens to differ in opin- 
| ion from the Executive. I would rather discuss 
with these gentlemen—and I invite them to that 
discussion—where is your habeas corpus, where is 
our due process of Jaw, where is your trial by 
| jury, where is your right to bear arms, where js 
your free ballot, where are your free speech and 
free press, where are all those great privileges and 
rights for which our ancestors fought during the 
American Revolution, and which have been our 
boast from thattime uptothis? They are stricken 
|| down; theyaregone. If gentlemen suppose they 
can amuse or interest us with the negro, while 
these inestimable rights are menaced or when they 
are lost, they are simply mistaken. 

The Senator from Ohio, speaking of the case of 
acitizen of his own State whom the military seized 
and transported beyond our lines, said the people 
of Ohio sat as a jury; and a —s of them de- 
cided that he ought to have been banished. What 
is liberty worth in this country if it Is to be de- 
cided by a popular majority? It has been the 
boast of our English ancestors, and it has been 
ours, that the humblest citizen in the land, as wel] 
as the most eminent, could appeal to the courts of 
his country and get security for his rights by that 
means. ‘The Senator from Ohio says the citizens 
may be tried and punished by military power, 
and that all that is necessary to make it right is to 
pass a sentence at a popular election in the State 
sustaining the military. Sir, the Constitution of 
the United States guaranties, in time of war as 
well as peace, indictment if for a criminal offense, 
trial by jury, to confront his accusers, and due 
process of law to any man who is not in the Army 
or Navy of the United States. The Senator says 
that Mr. Vallandigham was — guilty. Guilty 
of what? There isa slight difference between 
him and the President of the United States. The 
President declared that he was guilty of no of- 

| fense; that juries were made to try criminals who 
had committed offenses; that that was too slow 
a process in that case, and he was afraid the per- 
son would commit some offense, and hence he 
was tried and punished in the manner which was 
adopted. 

We have heard that eloquent Senator’s voice 
proclaim again and again in favor of universal 
freedom to the negro, universal rights to the ne- 
gro; but when it comes to the white man, he is 
not entitled to quite so many rights, and the pro- 
visions of the Sonetitation made for his benefit 
are to be trampled under foot, and he is to be 
oppressed if he differs from him in political opin- 
ion. Sir, itis more important to me, it is more 
important to those who are to come after me, it is 
more important to Christianity and civilization, 
that the white race should be preserved than any 
other, Sir, you may turn back in history and you 
will find that wherever they have been, they have 
borne along with them civilization, improve- 

| ment, and advancement. Inthe search of know!l- 

| edge they have traversed ail the earth. What 

| have the other race done? What improvement 

| have they made? What advancement have they 
made? Sir, 1 would preserve the superiority i 
this country of the white race. 

I will not now discuss the question of slavery. 
[ will not be provoked into its discussion. Gen- 
tlemen say it is dead or dying. Let it die. But 
while Senators are otrugg ing for the rights of the 
negro they forget the white race—the race tha} 
has made this country so great and so glorious, 
that has upheld your flag in triumph on every 
ocean, and has carried your commerce to all the 
civilized ports of theearth. [ maintain that that 
race is entitled to the protection guarantied to 
them by the Constitution and laws. , 

Sir, the gentleman from Ohio is progressin® 
very fast. It is among the dangers that threaten 
us at the present time when we find one who has 
heretofore thought so correctly and been so mod- 
erate throwing the weight of his influence 
favor of the most extreme measures and leading 
the van of those who support them. 

While speaking of this subject of amnesty 
there was one point that [ had almost forgotten. 
Senators say they do not want to forgive the lead- 
ers in this rebellion, There was Sourishing 
around here the other day a man by the name 0! 
Gantt, from Arkansas. When a portion of the 
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convention in Arkansas refused to sign the ordi- 
nance of secession this Gantt and Hindman, as 
1 bave heard, with violence and threats forced 
them all to sign it except one man who had the 
courage to refuse. You have forgiven him, and 
yet you tell me that you will not forgive the men 
who, under his Influence, were driven out of the 


Union. 


‘There is another gentleman, who comes from | 


the State of Tennessee, whom you have not only 
forgiven but have given him a profitable office. 
i do not question his patriotism. 
his devotion to the country; but he has taught 
some very bad doctrine heretofore, calculated, 


Ido not doubt | 


from his high position, to mislead very many men | 


who are now unfortunately not in @ position to 
receive this amnesty. 


The President of the United States, in 1861, | 


called upon the Governor of Tennessee for some 
troops. Harris refused to give the troops. An 
address was issued by some thirteen gentlemen 
indorsing the position of the Governor, and lay- 
ing down for future conduct the position which 
Tennessee should bold. 
document. The gentleman, R. J. Meigs, is clerk, 
I believe, to a court made at the last session of 
Congress, where you turned out the judges of the 
old éourt because you doubted their fidelity to the 
Government: 


I will read from that | 


«Tennessee is called upon by the President to furnish | 
two regiments, and the Syate has, through her Executive, | 


refused to comply with the call. This retusal of our State 
we fully approve. We commend the wisdom, the justice, 
and humanity of the refusal.” 


Why, sir, if I had said anything of that sort 
before this rebellion broke out you would have 
expelled me from the Senate. To differ with you 
makes us disloyal; to agree with you now wipes 
out all former offenses. 


‘We unqualifiedly disapprove of secession, both as a 
constitutional right and as a remedy for existing evils ; we 
equally condemn the policy of the Administration in refer- 
ence to the seceded States. But while we, without qual- 
ification, condemn the policy of coercion as calculated to 
dissolve the Union forever and to dissolve it in the blood 
of our fellow-citizens, and regard it as sufficient to justify 
the State in refusing her aid to the Government in its at- 
tempt Lo suppress the revolution in the seceded States, we 
do not think it her duty, considering her position in the 
Union, and in view of the great question of the peace of 
our distracted country, to take sides against the Govern- 
ment. ‘Tennessee has wronged no State or citizen of this 
Union.” . * * * * * * 7 * 

“The present duty of Tennessee is to maintain a po- 
sition of independence, taking sides with the union and 
peace of the country against all assailants, whether trom the 
North or the South. Her position should be to maintain 
the sanctity of her soil from the hostile tread of any party. 

‘*We do not pretend to foretell the future of Tennessee 
in connection v the other States, or in reference to the 
Federal Government. We donot pretend to be able to tell 
the future purposes of the President and Cabinet in refer- 
ence to the impending war. But should a purpose be de- 
veloped by the Government of overrunning and subjugating 
our brethren of the seceded States we say unequivocally 
that it will be the duty of the State to resist atall hazards, 
at any cost, and by arms, any such purpose or attempt. 
And, to meet any and all emergencies, she ought to be fully 
armed, and we would respectfully call upon the authorities 
of the State to proceed at once to the accomplishment of 
this object. 


“NASHVILLE, 4pril 18, 1861.” 


I find this paper signed by a number of gentle- 
men, and among the rest by R. J. Meigs. 

The evil, as | have attempted to point out be- 
fore, is this: that while those who planned and 


aided in bringing about this revolution, this rebel- | 


lion, this civil war, or whatever it is, are forgiven, 
those who have been misled by the high position 
of the gentlemen who signed the address that [ have 
read, and by the high position of Mr. Gantt, are 
left to suffer the consequence of their advice, no 
amnesty being extended to them. 

_ Mr. President, 1 ought to apologize for the dis- 
jointed manner in which I have submitted these 
remarks, Ido not think any gentleman ought to 
submit to the Senate remarks that he has od re- 
pared with more care than | have done these; lod. 
sir, they are my sentimentsand my views on this 
subject. Ido not know how soon may be calied 
home, and have therefore availed myself of this 
ecasion to give my views without reservation or 
Preparation, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, the Senator. 
from Illinois has made one or two remarks to 
which I desire very briefly to reply. He quotes 
Withapprobation a portion of what I said the other 

ay with regard to the powers of Congress in time 
OF peace; but he seems to imply from what I said 
that | was in 


powers to remove slavery. | am happy to infor 


| 





favor of exercising extraordinary | 
m 


the Senator from Illinois that the powers of Con- 
gress which I would exercise to remove slavery 
are those that he himself confesses to be proper. 


In my remarks the other day I was very careful | 
not to state what in my view was the best plan to | 


abolish slavery in this country. The object | 
seek to accomplish I boldly affirm. Reflection 
since that time has further convinced me that it 
is absolutely indispensable to the peace of our 
| country that we should remove every vestige of 
|slavery. I did notthe otherday, nor shall | now, 
enter into adiscussion of the various propositions 
| as to the mode of removing slavery, except that 
1 affirmed then, and now affirm, that it is within 
the undoubted power of Congress to employ slaves 
in the military service, toemancipate those slaves 
as a consequence of military service, and as a ne- 
cessary conscquence to emancipate those persons 
who are connected by domestic ties with the slaves 
thus employed. To thatextent I proceeded, and 
that was the extent of my argument. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I certainly understood 


the Senator, and I so read his speech now, that | 


he thoughtthe power in Congress to abolish sla- 
very, this being a civil war, was derived from the 
law of nations. Am I mistaken? 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


those States in which the rebellion has assumed 


the decision ofthe eee Courtthey are regarded 
not only as rebels but as enemies, that by the 


the limits of those States. I think nogentleman 
can rend the history of the world which forms the 
laws of war without coming to this conclusion. 


himself contested that point. It is true he denies 
that Congress may enlarge the laws of war. I 
never claimed that Congress had the power to en- 
largethe laws of war; but I claimed that Congress 


| thorize our Army, and the President, as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of that Army, to wage against 
| these rebels all the laws and usages of war, eman- 
| cipation of slaves included. 

| But, Mr. President, there is an easier road 
| through all this difficulty, a road that is now being 


very is dead in this country. How dead? 
stroyed by the civil war; not by our acts. 
tells us that our acts, our legislation, and the proc- 
lamation of the President have had no effect in de- 
stroying slavery; and yethe says slavery is dead. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. No. 
Mr. SHERMAN. [ understood him to say so. 


tleman from Wisconsin and what the gentleman 
from Ohio had said. It was not what I said, but 
what they said. ‘They said slavery was dead, 
and | say if it is dead let it alone. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understood the Senator 
to go further than that, and to say that slavery 
was dead. 
osition. Thenl come to the main point. Why 
cannot he and those with whom he acts politi- 


stitutional amendment? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
taken. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator asks us to 
waituntil the vote is taken. I will, inthe sincere 
hope that then we may vote together. 


Wait until the vote is 


get rid of slavery. 
been introduced to that effect at this session. | 
have not heretofore debated them. The first 
»roposition was introduced by the Senator from 
Miasoart {Mr. Henpverson] to get rid of slavery 


this subject is fairly discussed and deliberately 





a proposition abolishing, by constitutional amend- 


ment, slavery in all the States. I believe that if 


| in prescribing regulations for our Army may au- | 


I have no doubt thatin all | 


the power and magnitude of a civil war, where by | 


laws of war we may emancipate every slave within | 


Nor do I think the gentleman from Illinois has | 








indicated by public sentiment, a road that is as |! 
plain as noonday, a road which I trust the gen- || 
tleman from Illinois will tread with me. He says, | 
and he makes the significant declaration, that sla- | 
De- | 
He || 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I repeated what the gen- | 
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of slavery, and I believe that all the southern 
States as they come back into their old places in 
the Union will one by one adopt that policy, and 
in this way we can getrid of this whole trouble. 
It is an obvious and plain way; but until that 
plan ean be considered and acted upon | am in 
favor of any other means to get rid of slavery. 

‘There was another remark made by the Sena- 


| tor from Hlinois in which he evidently misappre- 


| hended what I said the other day. 


He said that 
I treated these rebels simply as enemies subject 


only to the laws of war; and he sa ys, if that is 
| their relation, there is no way for us but to con- 


| mies. 
| the leaders of this rebellion as traitors. 


quer them or to treat with them. Why, sir, 
this question has been decided alread y by the Su- 
preme Court. That court has, in so many words, 
said that we may treat these rebels both as ene- 
mies and as aaa We may wage against them 
the laws of war, and we may enforce against them 
the municipal laws; we may punish them as trai- 
tors and we may treat them as enemies. The 
laws of war are but the modified rules practiced 


|} among civilized nations as between public ene- 


They do not prevent us from punishing 


It is true 
that while their military power exists, while they 


| are recognized by us as belligerents, while they 





hold the position of being at war with us, we can- 
not hang them according to our civil law; but the 
very moment that resistance is borne down by 


| our superior strength, then we may treat them as 


rebels and punish them as such. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I donotdesive todo the 
Senator from Ohio injustice. I certainly under- 
stood him the other day to go to the full extent that 
this was war. I understood him to assume that 
if we were to capture Jeff. Davis we could not do 
anything with him except what was authorized 
by the rules of war. 

Mt. SHERMAN. The Senator, if he will read 
what I said, will find I said expressly that if we 
captured Jeff. Davis to-day, we could not hang 


| him until we subdued the opposing military power. 


That is the decision of the Supreme Court, if I 
correctly apprehend it. That court, in so many 
words, say that as against this rebellion or those 
enemies we may wage the laws of war, and after 
we have overthrown their military power then we 
may treat them as rebels, and punish them in the 
mode prescribed by our law. That is precisely 
what I said. We cannot try Jefferson Davis under 
our civil law until we have broken down the mili- 
tary power of the rebels which makes them bel- 
ligerents. These distinctions and these principles 
are obvious. 

But the Senator brings into the Senate the ar- 
gument that is so often heard on the stump, that 


| while we desire to deprive white men of their 


| rights, we are very anxious to secure freedom to 


the negro. No man is more sensitive of the 
rights of an American citizen than I am, nor than 
I think I have shown myself to be; but, sir, as 


| against an enemy, or a man who in time of war 


|| aids the enemy, no treatment can be too severe. 


cally join with us in removing slavery by a con- | 


Well, sir, he does not deny the prop- | 


And, sir, this is the simplest, plainest way to | 
Various propositions have | 


by aconstitutional amendment. [| hope that after | 


considered that there will be found the requisite | 


that proposition is submitted to the States, dis- | 


connected with all other propositions to amend 
the Constitution, it will be adopted by the requi- 
site number of three fourths of all the States. 


majority in both Houses of Congress in favor of | 
| 


| There is not a non-slaveholding State in this 
Unien but would eagerly embrace the opportu- 
nity of wiping out all that is left of the institution 


What I said about Mr. Vallandigham the other 
day grew out of this very position. «Mr. Vallan- 
digham, by the decision of a military tribunal, 
sanctioned and sustained by the highest United 


| States judge in our State, had placed himself in 


| the position of a public enemy. 


It was not sim- 
ply as a man who talked as a certain party talk in 
our State, and, indeed, all over the country, who 
could find occasion to denounce everything that 
was done by the Government, and to extenuate 
everything that was done by the rebels, who could 
find no good at all in those who are competed to 
administer the Government, and no harm in those 
who are waging war against the Government. 


| The motive of such opposition may be harmless 


or justifiable, or may be but the latitude granted 


| to free discussion; but in the case of Mr. Vallan- 


digham itexceeded these limits. It was found by 
the decision of a military tribunal that that gen- 
tleman had cagnmitted such acts in the State of 
Ohio as placed him in the category of a public 
enemy. I say that by the laws of war he may 
be seized even ina Joyal neighborhood, and may 
be punished according to the laws of war. Mr. 
Vallandigham in his position was not less a pub- 
lic enemy because he carried on hig enmity with- 
in the State of Ohio. If he had been seized in 
the State of Tennessee, or within the lines of 
military operations, every one would have said 
that he would be subject to court-martial, and 
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might be tried and hung orshot. Ee was not the 


less a public enemy because he was carrying or || 
opposition to the Government in the | 


his active 
State of Ohio, than if carried on in the State of 
Te nnessee, 

Mr. President, 1 do not think that any party in 
this country desires to deprive the white men of 
our country of any of their constitutional rights. 
‘This is an allegation that is very often made; but 
there 1s no foundation for it. The Administra- 
tion party, the Union party that now controls 
the Government, are as anxious to preserve the 
rights of individuals as the Senator from Illinois. 
This talk about the desire of the President, or the 
desire of the party to protect the rights of the ne- 
gro at the sacrifice of the rights of the white man 
is, to say the least of it, empty declamation. If 
that idea could be instilled into the American 
mind, you would make rebels of the whole Amer- 
ican people, because we are proud and sensitive. 
Senators ought to be cautious before they lend 
the weight of their names to such a proposition, 

The President of the United States ts not an 
especial favorite of mine, and yet I will say this: 
I have seen nothing in his conduct to show that 
he would desire to trample upon the rights of a 
single American citizen. 
lenient and forbearing, yielding sometimes when 
he ought notto have yielded. Ihave never known 





that are now acting harmoniously in the Govern- 
ment and the States that shall hereafter come in 


with us and take their places by our side, both | 
new States to be formed out of the Territories and | 
the disloyal States of the South that shall return, || 


will give us the requisite consent by a majority of 


three fourths of the States, and then this problem | 


I be- 


and controversy will cease and determine. 


| lieve it will nevercease until the cause of the war 


He has been kind and | 


a case in the history of this war where he has | 


willfully trampled upon the rights ofan American 
citizen; nor do I believe he willdo so. If he was 
actuated by bad motives, if he was a dangerous 
man using his vast authority for the purpose of 
overthrowing the liberties of the people, I would 


be ready to step to the side of the Senator from 


but L do not believe there isany suchcase. There 
is no man within the limits of the United States 


- Illinois and resist him even to the extent of war; | 


who has reason to believe that the Presidenteof | 
the United States desires to overthrow this Gov- | 


ernment and deprive the white men of the coun- 
try of their liberty; nor do I believe the Senator 
from Illinois really in his heart thinks so; and 
vet'these constant reiterations of this statement 


that the President and his party are endeavoring | 


to subvert the rights of the white men of the | 


country in some wa 
injurious effect, and 
peated here. 

Mr. President, I have said ail I desire to say in 
correction of some of the statements made by the 
Senator from Ilinois. I again repeat what I said 


think it ought not to be re- 


or other will have a very | 


the other day, that I believe it is our duty at this | 
session of Congress, by some carefully considered | 


act, to do all we can to wipe slavery out of ex- 
istence in the United States; that the best, plain- 
est, and broadest road is by proposing to the States 
amendments to the Constitution; that besides that 
we may authorize the employment of negroes in 
our Army and secure them their emancipation, 


We may, to the extent of our power, in other ways | 
I believe that it | 


aid in the abolition of slavery. 
is our duty to close up this troublesome contro- 
versy at this session, and I think the Senator from 
Illinois ought.to join with me in doing it. 

W hat woulft be the effect ofa broad act of eman- 
cipation? Suppose we had noslavery in this coun- 


try. Where then would be this angry excite- | 


ment, this angry turmoil that for years has dis- 
turbed our party politics? The occupation of 
many who have been exciting the people of the 
country both North and South on this subject 
would be gone. The time has arrived when we 
should reap the great fqit which springs out of 
this civil war; when we may make our institu- 
tions more harmonious, when we may remove 
from our Government that feature which has been 
obngxious to every just mind from its foundation; 
that feature which was denougged by all the fram- 
ers of the Government. If by the sacrificé of thou- 
sands of lives and millions of money we can not 
only preserve the Union but can remove from our 
system this incongruous element, i 
wisely spent and lives nobly sacrificed. 

I aa not have entered into this war nor 


illbe money | 


would I have waged it for the purpose of freeing | 
the negroes of the country; but since we are init, | 


since these rebels have themselves by their act | 


of war given us the power to strike at slavery, |, 
for one, am in favor of doing it. Since they are 


at open war with us | would avail myself of this | 


action of theirs by a constitutional amendment to 
: 2 . 
wipe outevery vestige of slavery. Then the States 


is ended by a great act of emancipation. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Senator from Ohio 
does not answer the question I propounded to him 
in reference to Mr. Vallandigham. There is no 
dispute about the facts in his case. We all un- 
derstand what was done. Where did they get 
the authority? The Senator says that if Mr. Val- 
landigham had done inside of our lines, in the State 


| of ‘Tennessee, what he had done in Ohio, a mili- 


tary court-martial could have tried him; and why? | 


There was no law in Tennessee but military law. 


But while the courts were open in Ohio, if he was | 


a public enemy, contribating to this rebellion, he 
was guilty of treason, and ought to have beentried 
by the laws. 


Mr.SAULSBURY. Ifmy friend from Illinois 


| will pardon me, I should like to make this in- 


quiry: what did Mr. Vallandigham do in Ohio 
which, if done in Ohio or anywhere else, would 
give the Government power lo court‘martial him? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not desire to get 
into any collateral controversy on this point. I 


| do not myself admit even that he did anything of 





the sort. But even admitting it, the courts were 
all open in Ohio; there was no pretext for the ex- 
ercise of militury power at all; he was neither in 
the naval nor military service of the United States; 
and where did you get your authority todo what 
was done? Sir, it was a clear violation of the 


| Constitution. 


‘The Senator says in reference to the President 
of the United States, and probably I will make 
some admission on that point, that he is kind- 
hearted and has allowed a great many men to go 
free whom he ought not to have let go free. I do 
not know how that is. ‘The Senator from Kan- 
sas [Mr. Pomeroy] says it is so, and the Senator 
from Ohio says it is so; and I suppose they have 
examined the subject. But I will tell you what 
he has notdone. He has not restrained his sub- 


ordinates in striking down the guarantees of the | 


Constitution of the United States which were 
thrown as a broad panoply around every Ameri- 
can citizen wherever he may be. That is my re- 
ply, so far as the President may have done those 
acts himself. It is his duty to restrain his.sub- 
ordinates. They have done the oppression; they 
have violated the law; they have trampled upon 
the Constitution; and he being the only power 
that could restrain them, and not doing it, he is 
responsible for their acts. 

I will say to the Senator from Ohio, in reply to 
his observation in reference to the constitutional 
mode which he now points out of amending the 
Constitution on the subject of slavery, that I do 
not know what objection there is to submitting 


that question to the States and allowing them to | 
act upon it; but I was replying to the heresies, | 


the dangerous and monstrous doctrines, that I find 
in the speech of the Senator from Ohio. 1 did not 
intentionally misrepresent the Senator. I cer- 


tainly understood him mostclearly and positively | 
| to take the ground that this being acivil war, the | 
| parties to it being belligerents, the laws of nations | 
conferred upon Congress the power to abolish | 


| slavery without any other enactment whatever. 


I so stated at the time. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I again repeat that in those 


| States which are recognizedas belligerents I think 


there is no doubt on that point; and the gentleman | 


can scarcely controvert that by the laws of war 

the Governmentofthe United States have the right 

to emancipate their slaves and employ them in 

their armies, and that as Congress prescribes the 

mode and manner in which our armies shall be 

a Congress may direct the application of that 
rmy. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. lam notdiscussing the 
question of what force Congress may employ and 
what it may not. 

The Senator referred to precedents in history 
the other day to show that nations in all time 
had employed their slaves in war. I shall enter 
into nodiscussion in reference to thatpoint. That 


|| is not the question in issue between the gentle- 
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| man and myself. The question in issue between 
|| us is this: can you legislate upon the property of 
a belligerent, your enemy, before you have con- 
quered him? I say youcannot. Thegeotleman 
has not controverted that point. What you may 
do after you have conquered him is another ques- 
tion. Iam notdiscussingthat question. I have 
notinvestigated it. I have not thought about it, 
When the time comes to think about it and ty 
discuss it I shall do so. 

This controversy, therefore, Mr. President, 
leads us to precisely where it found us, I imag- 
ine. I certainly did not intend to misrepresent the 
gentleman in any particular in any position he 
has taken. It was not my purpose todoso, | 
thought I made a fair statement, as I certainly en- 
deavored to make a fair statement, of his position, 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed until Thurs- 
day next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. WILSON. I now move to take up the bill 
(S. No. 85) to provide for the examination of cer- 
tain officers of the Army. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider. the bill. It directs that every quartermaster 
and assistant quartermaster, and every commis- 
sary and assistant commissary. of subsistence, 
and every paymaster and additional paymaster, 
shall, as soon as practicable, appear for examin- 
ation as to his qualifications before a board to be 
composed of three officers of the corps to which 
he belongs, of recognized meritand fitness, which 
board shall make a careful examination as to the 
qualifications of all officers who may appear be- 
fore them in pursuance of this act, and shall also 
make a full and true record of the examination in 
each case. 

Boards of examination are to be constituted, 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, by 
the Quartermaster General, the Commissary Gen- 
eral of Subsistence, and the Paymaster General, 
at convenient places, and general rules of exam- 
ination and a standard of qualifications are to be 
prescribed by those officers, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of War, and are to be pub- 
lished in general orders. 

After the board shall be constituted, and after 
the general orders shall have been published for 
a period of ninety days, none of the officers men- 
tioned in the first section of this act are to re- 
ceive any pay, allowances, or em@uments, until 
| they shail have appeared before the proper board 
of examination; but if any officer shall be unable 
to appear before such board by reason of sick- 
ness or wounds, he shall, upon the certificate of 
a medical officer of the Army, or of a practicing 
physician, when a medical officer of the Army is 
not accessible, be entitled to recgive the usual and 
lawful pay and allowances until such disability 
shall cease to exist, unless sooner discharged or 
dismissed from the service, and thereafter he is 
to receive no pay or allowances of any kind until 
he shall have appeared before the proper board 
of examination. 

If the board of examination shall report that 
any officer does not possess the requisite business 
| qualifications, they are to forward the record of 
| the examination of such officer to the head of 
| the bureau to which he may belong, and if the 
| head of such bureau shall approve the finding and 
} report of the board, the officer so failing in his 
| examination shall, if commissioned, be dismissed 
] from the service with one month’s pay, and if not 
| 
| 
| 
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et commissioned his appointment shall be re- 

voked. If the board shall report that any officer 

fails to pass a satisfactory examination by reason 

| of intemperance or vicious habits, and if the head 

of the bureau shall approve the finding and report 

| of the board as to his lack of the requisite busi- 

ness qualifications, then such officer is to be dlis- 

| missed from the service without pay, and is not 

to be permitted to reénter the service as an officers 

| hut such dismissal is not to relieve him from lia- 

bility, under existing laws, for any offense he may 
| have committed. 

| The boards of examination are to forward all 

| their records of examination to the heads of the 

| bureaus to which they appertain, and such records 

| are to be filed in the proper bureaus with a suit 


‘able index, and any officer who may desire it 18 
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1864. 
to be entitled to receive a copy of the record in 
his own case upon paying the cost of copying the 
same. - ‘ : 

The Committee on Military Affairs reported 
the bill withtwo amendments. The first amend- 
ment was in section one, line eleven, after the word 
‘‘also”’ to insert the words * keep minutes and. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert at the end 
of the first section the following words: 

And all members of such boards of examination shall, be- 
fore proceeding to the discharge ot their duties as herein 
provided, swear or affirm that they will conduct all examin- 
ations with impartiality, and with a sole view to the quali- 


fications of the person or persons to be examined ; and that 


they will not divalge the vote ofany member upon the ex- 
amination of any officer who may appear before them. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 


and the amendments Were concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

PAY OF THE ARMY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (S. No. 


7) to increase the bounty for volunteers and the | 


vay of the Army is the first bill on the general 
orders, and is now before the Senate for its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. WILSON. 
table. It is a subject on which there should be 
further consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONNESS. 


adjourn. 


’ r | 
‘he motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 9, 1864. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Dr. Furness, of Philadelphia. 
I'he Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS. 


The SPEAKER, byeunanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Treas- 
urer of the United States, transmitting copies of 
his accounts with the United States for the third 


Prayer 


and fourth quarters of the year 1862, and the first | 
and second quarters of the year 1863, as adjusted | 


by the accounting officers of the Treasury; whieh 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


RAILROAD GRANT. . 
Mr. HOTCHKISS, by unanimous consent, 


and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a | 


bill granting lands to aid in constructing the Lake 


Superior railroad,and providing for the use of the | 


same by the United States free of charge; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
CONFISCATION. 
Mr. STILES. Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to 


record my vote on the joint resolution explana- | 


tory of the confiscation act. 
Mr. STEVENS. I object. 
Mr. STILES. I was necessarily absent. 
I had been present I should have voted “* No.” 


LOUISIANA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. DAWES. 


I desire to have the patience 


of the House for a few moments this morning to | 


dispgse of the Louisiana election case. The gen- 
tleman who claims the seat desires to be heard, 


but he will be brief, and then I propose to move || 
the previous question. I therefore call up the case. | 


The House accordingly proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the following resolution, reported 
from the Committee of Elections: 


on That A. P. Field is not entitled to a seat in 


in the Thirty-Eighth Congress. 

Mr. FIELD, (claimant.) [regret very much in- 
deed, Mr. Speaker, that Iam compelled to ask the 
indulgence of the House for the short time which it 
will take me to conclude the remarks which I com- 
menced the other day. Business of more import- 


ance has since occupied the time of the House and | 


demanded the attention of members. I design, 
‘owever, to present to the consideration of the 

ouse, in the conclusion of my remarks, some 
“ocuments which bear upon the claim of Louis- 
‘ana to be represented upon this floor. I have 
submitted to the House the correspondence be- 
tween the committee representing the people of 


I move that the bill lie onthe | 


I move that the Senate 


If | 


House asa Representative from the State of Louisiana | 


| that portion of Louisiana loyal to the Government 
|| of the United States and the military authorities | 
or the military governor. 


That committee also, 


|| in order to act in harmony with the military au- 














|| thorities and to do nothing which could be com- 
plained of, addressed a communication to the com- | 


manding general of that district. On the 19th of 
September of last year, after having addressed 
communication to the military governor of the 
State of Louisiana, the committee also addressed 
a letter to General Banks, commanding the de- 
partment of the Gulf, a copy of which letter I 
hold in my hand now and ask to have read, 

The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 

New Orveans, September 21, 1863. 
Generar: In conformity with a resolution unanimously 


| adopted at a meeting of citizens of the first and second 


congressional districts of the State of Louisiana, convened 
for the purpose of taking measures for the reéstablishment 


| of civil government in Louisiana, we have the honor here- 


with to transmit you copies of all the proceedings. 


In fulfilling this duty we indulge the hope thatthe success | 
which you have achieved in the cause of our national | 


unity will speedily be followed by a restoration of civil gov- 
ernment in Louisiana, under the Constitution of the United 
States. 


We subscribe ourselves, with great respect, your obe- 


| dient servants, 


J. L. RIDDELL, President. 


ROBERT J. KERR, Secretary. 
General NaTHANIEL P. Banks. 


Mr. FIELD. The Committee of Elections 
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maintain, in their report, that I am here without | 


a constituency. 


that in our unfortunate divisions in Louisiana a 
portion of the loyal men—because I will call them 
loyal—contended that the State was out of the 


Union, that we were a conquered territory, and | 


that, therefore, we could not rightfully hold any 
election in the State under any circumstances 
whatever. 

Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. FIELD. 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER. 
tleman’s time. 

Mr.STEVENS. Thegentleman speaks of his 
having been uniformly loyal. 
one question, 
1862, publish a card in the New Orleans Delta 
stating in substance that ** some persons had slan- 
dered him by saying that he had gone on board 


It wilPcome out of the gen- 


1 desire to ask him 


|a Yankee gunboat, a part of Farragut’s fleet then 


lying in the river, but that his known character for 
loyalty to the South should forbid the imputation 
from being believed by any person who knew 
him??? Such a card was published over the sig- 


nature of a person bearing the same name as the 


claimant, and I wantto know if he was the author | 


of that card? e 
Mr. FIELD. I desire to know the author of 


the communication from which the gentleman has 
read, 


It will be remembered from the | 
documents which I have presented to the House || 


lask him if he did not in May, | 


I will if it is not to be taken out || 


+ . 


Mr. STEVENS. The author is Major Gen- | 


eral Butler, whose name is signed to this paper. 

Mr. FIELD. So far as any charge upon my 
loyalty is concerned 

Mr. STEVENS. 
my question. 

Mr. FIELD. 
but a loyal man from the commencement of this 
rebellion. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from 
Louisiana will give way to me for a moment. 

Mr. FIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. DAWES. 
man from Louisiana that I should state that he 
brought letters to me from gentlemen well known 
to this House, and especially from Hon. Michael 
Hahn, who, although he differs with Mr. Field 
as to his right to a seat here, takes pleasure in cer- 
tifying his loyalty and his support of the Gov- 
ernment. I am glad of this occasion. to bear tes- 





I would like an answer to 


| timony to the character of the gentleman from 


Louisiana in this respect, after the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Strevens,] 
who believes in foreign nations rather than in 
sister States. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STEVENS. Thatisa very poor answer 
ta my question. ILasked a question, and I should 
like to have an answer to it. 

Mr. FIELD. Mr. Speaker, I must return my 
thanks to the distinguished chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections for having made this com- 
munication to this House. 


| here without a constituency. 


| of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. ' 
| those gentlemen were of the belief that our Gov- 
| ernment had been overthrown, our Constitution 
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_ this floor, or anywhere, to vindicate my loyalty 


to the country. | have had no feeling im my life 
unless it was that of loyalty and devotion to this 
creat and glorious Government. Some men who 
have communicated with the honor@ble gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] may have 
distrusted my loyalty because | could not sub- 
scribe to the doctrine contended for by a certain 
portion of those who opposed my election, 

Mr. Speaker, | was going on to say, when in- 
terrupted, something in reply to the statement of 
the reportof the Committee of Elections, that Lam 
Let me read one 
resolution of the party in Louisiana that main- 
tains the same doctrine that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania does. In answer to the communi- 
cation of the people of Louisiana to join them in 
holding an election, they resolved— 

* That, in the opinion of the committee, the constitution 
and the government of Louisiana were and remain over 
thrown and destroyed by the rebellion and subsequent con 
quest of the State, and that until a new constitution shall 
have been adopted by the loyal citizens of the State no 
elections for a member of a State Legisiature can or ought 


| to be held.” 


Here is a large party sustaining the very views 
Certainly 


destroyed, and our land virtually gone, aod they 
could not of course enter into any effort to bring 
the State into the Union except upon their own 
terms. 

L will now read from the National Intelligencer. 
Men of that party have taken pains to write let- 


| ters here assailing the commanding general—Gen- 


eral Banks—who is now in charge of that depart- 
ment. Tere is what I find in the National Intel- 


ligencer under the heading of ** Reconstruction 
. ” 


in Louisiana: 
New ORLEANS, January 9, 1864. 
Dear Sir: President Lincoln has started a Missouri 
ease in Louisiana, and has made Banks our master; and 
Banks is another Schofield, only worse than he. Qurmass 
meeting last evening was a complete success; but its ob 
ject will be defeated by Banks, who, under orders direct 
trom the President, declares his purpose to order an elec 
tion for a convention; thus playing into the hands of Cott 
nan, Riddle, and Piekds, and theirerew. The Union men 
the true Union men—are thunderstruck by the course of 


| the President in this matter. 


We were not informed of the President's orders to Gen 
eral Banks until the hour of the meeting last night, and the 
meeting Was not intormedat all. General Shepley, who is 
generally liked, and who has done all he could to promote 
the free State cause, and to organize a free State govern 
ment, will resign, and the election ordered by Banks will 
be purely at military dictation, and will be so regarded. 

I know not the secret spring of all these acts of the 
President, and think the President has probably been de 
ceived by interested and base men. His true friends, and 


| the friends of his measures, are much grieved by the course 


he has authorized. Itis certain that Banks has the un 
changed confidence of Mr. Lincoln. Here be is regarded 
as another Schofield, without the military talent of that offi 
cer. Is it not possible to getthe President to countermand 
his orders to Banks immediately, aud Jet the people man- 
age matters as they have begun to do? 


Mr. Speaker, it will be now seen by the House 
that the President nor any other in charge can 


please a certain portion of the people of Louis- 


I deny having been anything 


T 


I think it due to the gentle- | 


I am prepared upon |! convention. 


iana who call themselves loyal. Unless the Pres- 
ident conforms his plans precisely to their plans, 
or if he happens to charge some man in the de- 
partment of Louisiana with control of the recon- 
struction of the State, they are shocked at it. 
They call upon the President to displace him, and 
they denounce him worse than was General Scho- 
field who had charge of the department of Mis- 
souri. 

So you see, Mr. Speaker, that every effort on 
the part of the people of #Mouisiana who are de- 
sirous of a return to the Union was made for the 
purpose of harmonizing all of the el@ments to 
bring the State back at the earliest period possi- 
ble. She ought to have been brought back more 
than twelve months ago. More than twelve 
months ago she would have been in the Union 
and represented here if the people of Louisiana 
had been allowed to pursue the course which they 
desired in reference to that election. 

It is contended on the part of gentlemen in this 
House that we had no authority to hold an elec- 
tion, that we were in a condition which forbade 
an election to be held in Louisiana. I ask those 
gentlemen to look at the State of Arkansas. She 
has gone to work in the proper way. She hos 
inaugurated a mode of bringing the State back into 
the Union less objectionable thanany other. The 
loyal people entutled to vote have assembled in 
I believe that they have also elected 
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a member of Congress from one of the districts, 
who, | understand, 1s here and will present his 
credentials. I farther understand—t do not speak 
from authority—that the proceedings of the peo- 
ple of Arkafisas, all independent of the military 


authority, have been approved by the authorities | 


here,or at least sanctioned to some extent by the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, after the address to General Banks 
in September last by the convention of loyal people 


of Louisiana, they proceeded to publish an ad- | 


dress calling upon the people of New Orleans to 
ussemble on the day of cleetion for the purpose 
of helding an election. ‘They proceeded to pub- 
lish election notices, one of which | will read: 
ELECTION NOTICE. 
State of Louisiana, Parish of St. Bernard. 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the parish of St. 
Bernard that an election will be held, according to law, on 
the first Monday in November next for the following offi- 
cers, namely : Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of 
State, ‘Treasurer, Auditor, Attorney General, Superintend- 
antot Education, one member of Cougress tor second con- 
gressional district, one member of Congress for Suite at 
large, Slate Senators for seuatorial district, and members of 
State Legislature, &c., &e.; and that the polls will be open 
on the atoresaid Monday, the 2d day of November next, 
from nine o'clock a. m. to four4 p. MW. atthe several places 
designated by law, being the usual places where elections 
ure held in said parish, as follows, 

Here is another notice which | will read: 

KLECTION NOTICE. 
State of Louisiana, Parish of St. Bernard, 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the parish of St. 
Bernard that an election will be beld, according to law, on 
the first Monday in November next for the following offi 
cera, namely: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Treasurer, Auditor, Attorney General, Superin 
tendent of Education, one member of Congress for first 
congressional district, one member of Congress for State at 
large, Wo State eenators for first senatorial district, one 
member of State Legislature; and that the polls will be open 
onthe aforesaid Mouday, the 2d day of November next, trom 
nine o'clock a.m, to tour p.m. atthe several places hereafter 
designated, being the usual places where elections are held 
in said parish, as follows: 

In the first district, the first poll to be held at the house 
of Franeisceo Asevedo, lately known as the Batthe-Ground 
Cotfec- House, under the superintendence of MM. Victor 
Debouchel, jr., Franciseo Asevedo, and Guillaum Wat 
rigny a8 commissioners, 

The second poll, at the coffee-hoase of Mr. Francisco 
Artieta, under the superintendence of MM. Francisco Ar- 
ticta, t. Meunier, and William T. Price, 

In the second district, at the coffee-house of Mr. Santiago 
Pendas, under the superintendence of MM. Antoine Cha- 
laire, Joseph KR. Serpas, and H. Turner. 

In the third district, at the coffee-house of Mr. H. Guti- 
érez, under the superintendence of MM. Pierre St. Germain, 
jr., Adelard Estopinal, and Francisco Estopinal, 

In the fourth district, at the house of Mr. Pablo Felian, 
under the superintendence of MM. Manuel Serpas, Melcour 
Bienvenu, and Cyprien Serpas. 

For the fifth district, first poll at the coffee-house of Mr. 


| anyhow, even if they had been permitted by the 
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tion of the President of the United States, for hold- | 
ing an election There. We are satisfied with that. | 
| am satisfied with it, because if | cannot get the | 
State back into the Union in one way, | am not 
opposed to getting her back into the Union in some 
other way which I might not think quite so proper. | 
Upon what principle will they require that a | 
gentleman shall present himself to this House, 
claiming to be a member of Congress elected from 
Louisiana? The committee say he has no con- | 
stituency. How many votes do you demand he | 
shall have to make his claim here valid? In the | 
district | represent there were but twenty-four 
hundred voters. The election was not held in | 


the city of New Orleans, or in that portion of the || 


district in which I reside, by reason of the in- 
terference of the military authorities. Is it not 
reasonable to suppose that that portion of those 
people who are opposed to the State coming into 
the Union would not have gone into the election 


military authorities to do so? The people in the 
two parishes below the city assembled and voted. 
Now, would you require thirteen hundred votes— 
that would be a majority of twenty-four hun- 
dred—to entitlea man toa seat? According to the 
President’s plan of reconstruction only one tenth 
of the number of the voters is required, Then sup- 
pose that one tenth of the loyal people of that dis- 
trict voted for me, upon what principle will it be 
contended now that because they voted prior to 





| the President’s proclamation of his plan of recon- 


struction they should be deprived of their repre- 
sentation “_ this election be declared void? I 
can see no reason in it, 

3esides this, let me inform the House that the 
city of New Orleans has furnished to the Federal | 
Army, as | am assured by two paymasters who 
have paid the troops there, seven thousand men, 
as good soldiers as ever shouldered a musket and 
marched to the battle-field. Since the election 
twelve months ago we have furnished upward of 
five thousand fighting men from that city, who 
have gone into the Federal Army; and conse- 
quently our voting population has been greatly de- 
creased thereby. 

3ut itis said by some gentlemen that we do not 
know whether these men are loyal who voted then. 


| Sir, Pcan tell you that nobody but loyal men, 


Dominguez Florez, under the superintendence of MM. Au- |! 


gustus Nuiiez, Leon Nufiez, and Vincent Morris. 
Second poll, at the grocery of Mr. B. Guttiérez, at the 


Island, Lake Lery, under the superintendence of MM. Ber- || 


nard Gutticvez, Joseph Deo Gratias, and Louis Serigny. 

For the sixth district, at the house of Mr. Pierre Ruiz, 
at the Chincha, under the superintendence of MM, Edgard 
Ruiz, Pierre Thiel, and P. A. Rousseau, 

The said elections to be held and the returns made agree- 
able tu the constitution and the laws on that subject, and 
triplicate returns to be made by the commissioner for each 
district according to law. 

Parisi OF St. Bernanp, 20th of October, 1863. 

lt will be perceived by the notice | have read to 
the House that everything was done which could 
be done under the state of things which existed in 
Louisiana. No order having been made by the 
military authorities, and they declining to order 
any election, we thought iteminently proper that 
the people should assemble for the purpose of ex- 


essing their views and voting for their officers. | 


They being the source®@f all power, being inter- 
conhie this matter, being desirous of returning 
to the Union, we thought it eminently proper that 
that mode should be pursued by which they could 
as speedily as possible return to the Union. 

Those who were opposed to us in all these 
plans, who declared we were a Territory, would 
not have united with us in an election, even if an 
order had been made by the military governor. 
They had determined that we were out of the 
Union, and that they would not participate in any 
clecuon for members of Congress, Governor, or 
members of State Legislature. If these were their 
doctrines, they could not have participated in any 
election under any order that may have emanated 
from either Washington or from the military au- 
thority. 

Those who were opposed to the election main- 
tain that doctrine now, notwithstanding an order 
has been issued by General Banks, under direc- 


those who have taken the oath, and that is the 
only standard by which we can determine loyalty, 
voted atthatelection. If they took the oath they 
were entitled to their rights, and their property 
was exempt, according to the President’s procla- 
mation, from seizure and confiscation. 

It is said that we are not all of us loyal men, 


' and that probably some disloyal men voted. I can 


tell gentlemen that by an order issued long ago 
all men who did not take the oath of allegiance and 
who were not considered loyal by the authorities 
were sent beyond the lines, and there are no dis- 
loyal men there now excepting those who have 


' taken and subscribed an oath to support the Con- 


stitution of the United States, and to observe strict 


loyalty to this Government. ‘Thatis my answer 
' to the eharge of disloyalty. 


I contend that the 
people of that region are more loyal in proportion 
to their numbers than are the people in any of the 
States cal'ed loyal. I do not wish, sir, to be in- 


, vidious, but I traveled through some of your loyal 


States in coming here, and [ heard expressions 
from men which, if made in Louisiana, would 
have sent them to Ship Island or Fort Jackson. 
It costs a man nothing to be loyal here, but in my 
country it costs a man his property, and perhaps 
his life. I believe that a majority of the people 
of Louisiana have always been loyal, and thatif 


the Administration that preceded this had done its 


duty faithfully my adopted State would not have 
been dragged out of the Union by traitors. If 
instead of withdrawing all the United States forces 
from our forts and arsenals they had supplied us 
with arms, the loyal people of Louisiana would 
have rallied to your standard, and the blood of 
the valiant men from Massachusetts and Illinois 
and other States, would not have stained the soil 
of Louisiana; she would have remained true to the 
Union. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SMITH. I hope that by unanimous con- 
sent the gentleman will be allowed to proceed 


' with his remarks. 


Mr. FIELD. I wantonly about fifteen minutes. 
The SPEAKER. The gentlemancan proceed 


only by unanimous consent. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. FIELD. I had designed, Mr. Speaker, 
submitting an affidavit from a very prominent 
Union mans and a large slaveholder, from the Red 
river country, who traveled on here with me, and 
who had been in the swamps for six weeks, to 
show his feeling and that of hisneighbors. Many 


_ of these men have voluntarily given up their prop- 


erty of every species, including their slave prop- 
erty. I can give the instance of a gentleman of 
the name of Dr. Duncan, one of the largest slave- 
holders in Mississippi or Louisiana, who has 
fought this rebellion from the beginning to the 
end,and who is now in Philadelphia. This gen- 
tleman declares to me that he is in favor of the 
abolition of slavery throughout the country if 
necessary to save this Government. These men 
are willing to sacrifice all their property and all 
their means for the salvation of this country. 
Sir, the question of slavery never was in my 


_way. I owned but few negroes; but if I had had 
a thousand | would not have, hesitated to sacri- 


fice them upon the altar of my country rather 
than sce one single star blotted out from that bright 


galaxy that floats above you; I have never had 


| plaint or murmur. 


any difficulty upon that point. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, it becomes me to tell 
you that I know the decision of the House will 
be against me. I shall submit to it without com- 
1 shall! return to my adopted 
State with my loyalty undiminished. I shall bat- 
tle there with what little ability I have to sustain 
this glorious Union; and though the star of Louis- 
iana has been obscured by the hands of traitors 


it will yet shine forth as brightly as that of any 


of her sister States. 

And furthermore, if I had a seatin the conven- 
tion that is to amend our constitution 1 would 
perpetually disqualify every man who has been 
a leader in this rebellion from ever holding office 
under this Government. I would never let the soil 


_of Louisiana be polluted by the footsteps of Sli- 


| 


dell, Benjamin, or any of that fraternity as long 
as | could raise my voice against it. 

There is my loyalty, and there is my Unionism; 
and I ask gentlemen if any man could go further. 
I have no sympathy with traitors. They have 
desolated our firesides; they have ruined our peo-s 
ple; they have brought mourning to almost every 
hearth and every fireside in ourcountry. That, 
sir, rests upon them, and with my consent never 
shall they be permitted to return to that country 
wHich has been made a wreck of by their treason 
and traitorism. 

I designed to say one word to the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,) 
who L regret not to see in his seat. I however 
feel compelled to make the remark. 

A Memper. He is here. 

Mr. FIELD. When my credentials were pre- 
sented to this TIouse and my name was placed 
upon the rolls of the House at the commence- 
ment of the session, the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania rose in his place and remarked that the 
members from Louisiana had already at the time 
he was speaking gone to the Sergeant-at-Arms 
for the purpose of getting their pay. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman will allow 
me to correct him, I said ene of these members. 

Mr. FIELD. So far as I am concerned, Mr. 
Speaker, | do not know the Sergeant-at-Arns, | 
have never seen him, nor did I dream of any such 
thing. Pooras I am, and poor as my people are, 
I would scorn in these times of peril and danger, 
in these tiraes when the Government wants money 
so urgently, I would rather endure my poverty in 
silence than to ask for one dollar unjustly. | am 
notamenable to that charge. Thank God, Lam not. 

I have made sacrifices to come here. Iam poor, 
and it is no crime to be poor. What little | had 
was swept away by this rebellion. All that was 
left to me was my little practice as an humble law- 
yer. That I have given up for the purpose of 
coming here to see if I could not do some good 10 
favor of unfortunate Louisiana. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, as I am about to take 
my leave of you and of the House, let me implore 

ou to lodk kindly upon poor Louisiana. Guard 
oo rights if you can. Protect her people who 
have been under military law for nearly two years, 
who have had no voice either here or elsewhere 1" 
their own government. Look upon her kindly, 
protect her if you ean, and give her at Jeast some 
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